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[Continued from No. 6 ] 


: yt, then, that the rumor to which Mr. C. had al- 
ojed was trae, and that the Senator from South 
Fr roline might be hereafter regarded as a support- 
of this Administration, since he had declared 
bhat all its leading measures were approved by 
sim, and should have his support. 

As to the allusion which the Senator from South 
a olina had made in regard to Mr. C’s support of 
be bead of another Administration, (Mr. Apams,) 
Fi; occasioned Mr. C. no pain whatever. It was an 
oli story, which had long been sunk in ob'ivion, 
xcept when the Senator and a few others thought 
proper to bring it up. But what were the facts of 
Sat case? Mr. C. was then a member of the 
House of Representatives, to whom three persons 
had been returaed, from whom it was the duty of 
the House to make a selection for the Presidency. 
FAs to one of those three candidates, he was known 
“t0 be in an unfortunate condition, in which no one 
E ympathized with him more than did Mr. C. Cer- 
‘tainly the Senator from South Carolina did not. 
That gentleman was therefore out of the question 
-. [esacandidate for the Chief Magistracy; and Mr. 
ivi C. had consequently the only alternative of the 
i)lystrious individual at the Hermitage, or of the 
man who was now distinguished in the House of 
Representatives, and who had held so many pub- 
}c places with honor to himself, and benefit to 
ne country. And if there was any truth in his- 
ry, the choice which Mr. C. then made was pre- 
isely the choice which the Senater from South 
arolina had urged upon his frierds. The Sena- 
tor himself had declared his preference of Adams 
to Jackson. Mr. C. made the same choice; ani 
his constituents had approved it from that day to 
his, and would to eternity. History would ratify 
und approve it. Let the Senator from South Ca- 
vlina make any thing out of that part of Mr, C’s 
public career if he could. Mr. C. defied him. 

The Senator had alluded to Mr. C. as the advo- 

te of compromise. Certainly he was. This Go- 
ermment itself, to a great extent, was founded and 
esied on compromise; and to the particular com- 
promise to which allusion had been made, Mr. C. 
bought no man ought to be more grateful for it 
han the Senator from South Carolina. But for 
bat compromise, Mr. C. was not at all confident 
hat he would have now had the honor to meet that 
Senator face to face in this national Capitol. 


The Senator had said that his own position sea 
hat of State Rights. But what was the character 
ofthis bill? It was a bill to strip seventeen of the 
utes of their rightful inheritance; to sell it all for 
mess of pottage; to surrender it for a trifle—a 
bere nominal sum. The bill was, in effect, an 
lemptto strip and rob seventeen States of this 
non of their property, and assign it over to some 
ight or nine of the States. If this was what the 
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tics, end JiSenaior called vindicating the rights of the States, 
1 aysiem, tr. C. prayed God to deliver us from all such 
yet twin ghis and all such advocates. 

| ube Fi ‘ Mr.CALHOUN said, that he wculd not be 
to whic reed, at this s'age, into a discussion on the merits 
ch. a M the bill; but when the proper time arrived, he 
a Tes BPould show that the Senator wasentirely mistaken 
rs Slots characier, in supposing it made a gift of 
- oe public lands to the States in which they lay. 
1 _ r W far otherwise, it secured one-half of the whole 
jae bet u the gross proceeds of the States to the Govera- 
1 ~ ; Mt, throwing the whole burden and expense of 
a ‘MiNis‘ration on the new States. He weul!d not 


» Senattt surprised, if, on a fair statement of the account, 


e wpbich Te vernment would receive as much, under the 
y é ning » 88 Under the present system. It was, besides, 
| e aoe . only consistent with State Rights, but grew out 
ry, and m; while, at the same time, he verily believed 
pi Vr measure was essential to the peace and har- 
Sears ny Of the Union. 

“approba- The Senator has said, Mr. President, that I, of 
it turned ME ER, ought to be grateful to him for the com- 


omise act. 
(Mr, Chay, I did not say ‘to me,”’) 





The Senator claims to be the author of that 
measure, and, of course, if there be any gratitude 
due, it must be to him. I, said Mr. Catnoon, 
made no allus.on to that act, but as the Senator has 
thought proper to refer to it, and claim my grali- 
tude, I, in turn, now tell him I feel not the least 
gratitude towards him for it. The measure was 
necessary to save the Senator politically; and as he 
has al!uded tothe subject, bo'h on this and ona for- 
mer occasion, I fee! bound to explain what might 
otherwise have been leit in oblivion. The Senator 
was then compelled to compromise to save him- 
self. Events had placed him flat on his back, and 
he had no way to recover bimself but by the com- 
promise. This is no afer thought. I wrote more 
than helf a dozen of letters home at the time to 
that effect. I shall now explain. 

Whea a minority forces a dominant majority, 
(which has converted power into an instrament of 
oppression,) by State interpos.tion, or nullifica- 
lion, if you please, to take that by force which they 
had taken under color of Jaw, those who receive the 
least share oi the spoils, will net be disposed to re- 
sort to the hazard of force. Such was the case of 
the Senator’s constituents. ‘[hey received, uader 
hs American system, a miserable pittance, or 
rather no pittance at all; and he would have found 
it a difheu't task to bring them to sustain his sys- 
tem bv force, as he must have clearly seen. 

But this was not the only, or even the principal 
difficulty with him. The proclamation and mes- 
sage of Gen. Jackson necessarily rallied around 
him all the steadfast friends of the Senator’s sys- 
tem. They withdrew their allegiance at once frvia 
him, and transferred it to Gen. Jackson. The Se- 
nator was thus left in the most hopeless condition, 
with no more weight with his former partisans 
than this sheet of paper, (raising a sheet from his 
desk.) This is not all. The position which 
Gen. Jackson had assumed, necessarily attracted 
towards him a distinguished Senator from 
Massachusetts, not now here, [Mr. Wesster,] 
who, itis clear, would have reaped all the poli- 
tical honors and advantages of the system, had the 
contest come to blows. These causes made the politi- 
calcondition of the Senator truly forlorn at the time. 
On him rested all the responsibility, as the author 
of the system; while all the power and influence 
it gave, had passed into the hands of others. Com- 
promise was the only means of extrication. He 
was thus forced bv the action of the State which 
I in part represent against his system, by 
my counsel to compromise, in order to save 


himself. I had the mastery over him on 
the occasion. I have never taken any cre- 
dit for my agency in the compromise act. 


Telaim a higher—that of compelling the compro- 
mise; and I would have dictated my terms, which 
was to allow to the year 1849 for the reduction, 
taking off one-seventh annually of ali duties above 
fifteen per cent. had not circumstances, not proper 
to explain here, prevented it. My colleague 
knows, I believe, to what I allude, though I am not 
certain. I never contemplated a sudden reduction 
of duties; I knew it would be ruinous. I never 
desired to destroy the manufactures, and at no time 
contemplated a full reduction under six or seven 
years. 

But although I feel none of that gratitude the 
Senator c'aims, yet 1 am willing to acknowledge 
that he is not w.thout merii for his course on the 
occasion. It was something to serve the country, 
though it was necessary to save himself from poli- 
ticalru:n. I accordingly concz:ded to him cheer} 
fully the sagac ty of seeing what was necessary to 
himself, and the skill and judgment with which he 
united it with a measure highly beneficial to the 
coun'ry. But his course on this and anoiher me- 
morab!e occasion has cancefed what claims he 
may have had on me, and, I might add, on the 
State I represent, and the whole South. 

Mr. CLAY was sorry to be obliged to prolong 
this discussion; but the remarks of the Senator from 
South Carolina rendered it necessary to add afew 


a 


remarks in vindication of himself. He made no 
allusion, he said, to the coupromise bill, ull it was 
done by the Senator from South Carolina himself; 
he made no reference to the events of 1825 until 
the Senator himse’f had set him the example; and 
he had not in the slightest and the mest distant 
manner alluded to Nullification until afier the Se- 
nator himself had called itup. The Senator ought 
not to have introduced that subject. especially when 
he had gone over to the authors of the force bill 
and the proclamation. The Senator from South 
Carolina said that he (Mr. C.) was flaton bis back, 
and that he was my master. Sir, I would not own 
him as my slave. Hie my master! and [I com- 
pelled by him! And,as if it were impossible to 
go far enough ian one paragraph, he refers to cer- 
tain letters of his own to prove that I was flat on 
my back! and, thatI was not only on my back, 
but another Senator and the President had robbed 
me! I was flat un my back, and unable to do any 
thing but what the Senator from South Carolina 
permiited me to do! 

Why, sir, (said Mr. C.) I gloried in my sirength, 
and was compelled to introduce the compromise 
bill; and compelled, ton, by the Senator, not in 
consequence of the weakness, but of the strength, 
of my position. If it was possible for the 
Senator from South Carolina to introduce one 
paragraph without showing the egotism of his 
character, he would not now acknowledge that he 
wrote letters home to show thathe (Mr. C.) was 
flat on his back, while he was indebted to him 
for that measure which relieved him from the 
difficulties in which he was involved. Now, what 
was the history of the case? Fiat as he was on 
his back, Mr. C. said he was able to produce that 
compromise, and to carry it through the Senate, in 
opposition to the most strenuous exertions of the 
gentleman who, the Senator from South Carolina 
said, had supplanted him, and in spite of his deter- 
mined and unceasing opposition. There was (said 
Mr. C.) a sort of necessity operating on me to com- 
pel me to introduce that measure. No necessity of a 
personal character influenced him; but considera- 
tions involving the interests, the peace and har- 
mony of the whole country, as well as of the State 
of South Carolina, directed him in the course he 
pursued. He saw the condition of the Senator 
from South Carolina and thatof his friends; he 
saw the condition to which he lad re luced the gal- 
lant little State of South Carolina by his unwise 
and dangerous measures; he saw, too, than we 
were on the eve of acivil war; and he wished to 
save theeffusion of blood—the blood of our ewn fel- 
low-citizens. That was one reason why be intro- 
duced the compromise bill. There was another rea- 
son that powerfully operated on him. The very 
interest that the tariff laws were enacied to protect 
—so great was the power of the then Chief Magis- 
trate, and so rapidiy was that power increasing— 
was in danger of being sacrificed. He siw that 
the protective sysiem was in danger of being 
swept away entirely, and probably at the next ses- 
sion of Congress, by the tremendous power of the 
individual who then filled the Executive char, 
and he felt that the greatest service that he could 
render it, would be to obtain for it ‘ta Jease for a 
term of years,” to Use an expzession that had been 
heretofore applied to the compromise bill. He saw 
the necessity that exis'e! to sive the protective sys- 
tem fiom the danger wh ch threatened it. Hesaw 
the neces:ity to advance the great interes’s of the 
nation, toaveit civil war, and to restore peace and 
harmony to a distracted and divided country; and 
it was the.e‘ore that he had brought forward this 
measure. The Sena’or from South Carolina, to 
betray sul! further and more strikingly the chasac- 
teristics which belonged to him, said, that in con- 
sequence «f his (Mr. C’s) remarks this very day, 
all obl gations towards him on the part of himself, 
[Mr. Catnocn,] of the State ef South Carolina, 
and the whole South, were cancelled. And what 


right bad the Senator to get up and assume to 
speak of the whole South, or even of South Caron 
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1 
ina hereself. If he was not mis‘aken in his judg- 
ment of the pclitical signs of the times, and if the 
infermation which came to him was to be relied on, 
a day would cme, and that not very ai; dant 
neither, when the Senator would not dare to 
rise in his place and presume to speak is he had 
this day dene, as the organ of the gallant peop'e 
of the State he represenied. As to cance!ment of 
obligations, he was not one of those looking out to 
see what would enure to him in consequence of 
them; but he contented hims: If with having per- 
formed his duty to the best of hivabi ity, and that was 
the highest reward that his ambition ever eimed at. 
His race was nearly rnn—run by the course of na- 
ture—run, if you please, by the course of poli'ical 
events; and he had nothing to ask for from South 
Carolina, the South at large, or the whole country— 
nothing. But he should co, when he chose to do 


so, into retirement, with a consciousness that, 
during the period of along and eventiul lie, he 
had served bis country fanhfal'y, zealously, with- 
out being influenced by bh of reward, or any 
other motives than a siner desire to promote its 
best interests; and Whatever the Senator from 
South Carolina might sy to the cance!lment 


of obligations, he could noi him of that 


delightful consciousness 


depiive 


Mr. CALHOUN. ‘ihe Senator brings against 
me the vague charge of egotism. Ife would ap- 
peal to the Senate, in order to repel i, whether 


there is any member of the body more exempt from 
speaking of himself than he was, unless when at- 


tacked. Jiow stands the fact I'he Senator has 
made it his practice of late to give all bis discus- 


sions with h'm a personal tarn. What was he to 
do? fhe repelled his attacks, he was forced to 
speak of himself, and to expose him-e'f to the 
charge of egotixm from the Senator; or, if he re- 
mained silent, to stand convicted cf his chirges. Is 
that fair? He has another pract'ce, not less unfair, 
to make an attack on him, and to turn round and 
accus® him of making the attack, when he simply 
repelled it, as in the present instance. 

He accuses me of reverting to the part he took in 
the transactionsof 1825. He mistakes n-y object 
entirely in referring to those old transaci.ons. It 
was not to make a charge against him, but to make 
him feel that he was the last man who ought to 
make the accusation he has on the present occa- 
sion. The course of the Sena‘or, and that 0° myself, 
is directly the opposite. He hasa land bill of bts 
own. He brings it in; he refers it to what com- 
mittee he chooses, without aay interference on my 
part, or any personal attack on him; but I can- 
not make a move wi'hout his interference and at- 
tack. But enough of this. 

I rose simply to supply some remarks which I 
intended to make when last up. The Senator 
said, as I understood bim, that it was mattor of his- 
tory, that I preferred the candidate on whom he 
cast his vote for the Presidency in 1825. I know 
not if there bea page of history to that etfect. I 
have never seen it, and if there be, it is false. The 
truth of the case that I was opposed to Mr. 
Crawford, for reasons which I need not ne Ww state, 
as were Mr. Adams and Gen. Jackson. When my 
name was withdrawn from the list of candidates 
for the Presidency, it was placed on the ticket of 
both those candidates for the Vice Presidency; and 
be'ween them I took no part, as in decorem, 
] ought not. WhenlI waselected Vice President, 
the same, and even higher conside:a'ions, prevented 
me from using any influence as between them, 
when the election went to the House. 

Mr. CLAY wished to add one word m« He 
made the inquiry of the Senator from South Ca- 
rolina, 10 know whether this great measure which 
contemplated the cession to the new States of such 
a vasi domain, was connected with, or had received 
the sanction of the Administration or rot. He 
merely made the inguiry, and if the “galled jade 
winced,” it was not his fault. He mace no allu- 
sion, fer the purpose of wounding the feelings of 
the Senator from Sonth Carolina. He said that 
new relations had arisen between that gentleman 
and the Administration, and therefore, |e made 
the inquiry of him, Was it wrong in 
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re, 


him to ask if this great measure had the sup- 
port of his new friends? 


The Senator, in- 
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stead of answering this plain ae flew intoa 
passion, and cancel! ed all obligations he was under 
towards him; but ifhe had only said, “I know nothing 
of the views of the Administration; I introduce my 
own measure on my own responsibility,” there 
would have been no controversy between them. 
The Senator, therefore brought this controversy on 
himself. 

Mr. WALKER observed that it was only 
sary to look back to the mess when 
the bill of the gentleman from South Carolina was 
introduced, to show how the controversy between 
him and the Senatcr from Kentucky y commenced. 
The latter, in his opening speech, cominenced with 
an inquiry from the former, as to whether his bill 
was or was not an Executive measure. Now, 
apprehended, if the Senator from Kentucky had 


neces- 


stage ot the bus 


he 
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rected his atiention to the ume and circumstances 
under whica this bill was origina!ly introduced, his 
question would have been answered. The bill 
now introduced was not a new measure. 
It was first proposed during the session of 183¢-"7, 
more thantwo years ago, when none of the ru- 
mors in regard to a change position by the S-- 
nator from South Carolina were in agitation. It 
was when that gentleman was regarded by many 
as an opponent instead of a friend of the Admiais- 
tration; and he (Mr. W.) thevght that th's circum- 
siance of itself was su flic ient to furnish an answer 
to the inquiry pi Pg oe do by the Senator fiom 


Kentucky. But the Senator from Kentucky ob- 
jected to the reference of this bil! to the Committce 
on the Public Lands. Was not that, he weu'd ask, 
the appropriate committee to consider a bill of that 
nature?) Was not that the commi to which it 


tee 


naturally belongec? And must there not be, on any 
committee to which it micht be referred, a majori- 
ty of members eiiner from the old or the new 
States, the committce being five in number? But 
let me say to the Senator from Kentucky, 
Mr. W. continued, that the period has passed 
when he can consider the State of Missis- 

sippi, in reference to this measure, as deeply 


interested. The returns from the Gen ! Land 
Ofiice show that that State at least has bat 
lithe connection with the sales of the puble 


lands. A reference to the sales of the public lands 
in M ssissippi for the Nn ust year, WwW "! how ha + th it 
State had been swept of nearly all i's landsthat were 


of any value, and that the quot 2 of that State will 
amount to less than 30.009 dollars And ace we 
to be told that Mississippi, wine gross procecd 


vill amount to bat 30,000 dollars, will i 
to plunder the old States? But the bl di 
not deserve ihe character which the S-nator fr. 
Kentucky had giventoit. If it ought to 
be told to the country. It¢cid not propose an un- 
c nditional surrender asthe Senator from Kentucky 
intimated; but it was a surrender on certain con- 
ditions expressed in the bill. These were, that the 
Government of the waited States was to receive 
one-ha!f, not of ihe nett proce ds, but x t 
proceeds of the sales of the ; lands, while ail 
the expense of conducting the shes 

to be borne by the new States. The 
efiect bill would be to sweep off at one 
blow, a considerable item of public “expenditure, 
and one branch of Executive patronage. It wou'd 
diminish, to the amount of nearly one million of 
dol'ars, the expenditures of the United States; 
the Secretary of the Treasury told us wt 


iat the 
probable griss proceeds the sales wou'd in fu- 
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ture amount to $3,500,000, one half of which 
would go to the Goverament of the Uniied States. 


from 
shown 


Let me tel! the Senator Kentucky, said Mr. 
W. that if it can be that this measure is, 
as he contends, a robbery of the old State “ would 


misrepresent my own Siate if I woald consent that 
it should become alaw. Let it be sais that it 
is unjust to either the old or the new States, and 


it never shall receive my vote. 

Mr. GRUNDY said that he should vote agains 
the motion for reconsideration, as he considered the 
reference an appropriate one; but he did not wish 
his vote to be considered as an intimation that he 
was in favor of the bill. He had formerly op- 
pesed this measure, and thought it probable he 
would oppose it aguin when it came before the 
Senate. 
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r. ALLEN said he was about rising when } 
anticipaied by the Senator from Tennes . 

r. Grunpy,}] and with the same vey. * 

ught the Commitiee on the Public Lands - 

appropiate one to which this matter should be -, 

ferred. He would therefore vote against 4 

tion for reconsideration, but he did not inten4 

thereby to express any Opinion in favor of or again 
the measure itzelf. - 

Bw r. PRESTON said this bill would havea a 

amount — os the fiuances of the country. I 
Was a question whether it would not increas betes 
tion, % this view it Was important, and Mr. p 
therefore preferred that 7 should go to the Cop. 
mittee on Finance. He should 
the reconsideration. 

Mr. CALHOUN said the bill, as - om drawp 
it, would lead to no reduction of the revenue. I 
was not to go into operation till ae 1342, thas 
leaving time to adjust the tarif. He saw no " 
son why it should be takea from the Co MMiitee oq 
the Public Lands. 7 

Wir. WHITE 
the contenis 
be reer 


was 
[M 
lh 


Ne me. 
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said he was entirely ignorant of 
of this bill; but if the reterence ship 
nsidered, the bill could then te read, and he 
would be be'ter able to decite to which commitye 
itw tappropriate. He thought the commi. 
tee to which it was referied should be friendly ty 
ject, so as to give ital! the stength they cond 
by bringing it. merits prominently forward, and he 
tnought it probable that the Committee on the 
Publ.e Lands was the approyriate one. Fle yored, 
by asilent acquiescence, for its Commitment, byt 
not being aware of its contents at the 
would now vote for its reconsideration. 

Mr. CALHOUN called for the reading of the 
bill, which was read accordingly. 

The question of reconsidering the reference of 
the bill to the Committee on the Public Lands was 
and decided by yeas and nays in the ne. 
as fi lows: 

S—Me 
n, Crittenden n, T 
Ips, Prentiss, Preston, Ruggles, § 
and White of Tennessee—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchs 
nan, Calhoun, Clay ot Alabama, Grundy, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norveil, Pierce, Roane, Robsusor, Sevier, 


as mos 


Uso! 


lime, | ie 


‘s. Betts, Clay of Kent 
Kn 


1¢] ky, Cla 
rent, Metts 
ruthard, Wall, 


Javis, 


byelece 
i7ickson, 


Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Strange, 
Tappan, Walker, Whte of Indiana, Williaus, 


Wright, and Young—2:3. 

Mr. EING, in pursuance of previous notce, 
isked and obtained leave to intreduce a bill for the 
relief of John H. Jacocks. 

M. K. stated that the person’ who was intended to 
be benefitied by us bili was in very straitened cir 
cumstances, and the amount appropriated was bu 
four ha:dred and thirty do'lars. It had passed 
unanimously Jast session, without commi'ment, 0B 

count of the necessitics of the case; and he 
hoped that, by unanimous consent, the bill would 
be considered as in Commiitee of the Whole, aii 


ordered to be engrossed. 
In accordance with this sugges‘ion, the bill was 
accordingly considered as in Committee cf the 


WwW hole, 
readivg 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama, trom the Commillee 
onthe Public Lands, to which they had been re: 
ferce d, reported the foll wing bills 4 without amend: 
ment: 

A bill for the discontinuance of the of 
Surveyor General in the several districts, so s00a 
as the surveys therein can be cempleted, for ao 


and oidered to be engiossed for a th rd 


} lo office Ol 
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IS 


lishing ftand offices under certain ci!ct amsta ances, 
and to aboli-h the officer of Solicitor of the Gent 


ral Land Cflice; and 

A bill te relinquish a certain reversionary inle- 
rest of the United States to a tract of land in the 
Svate of Alabama. 


Mr. MERRICK, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill concerninc 
the estates of infants and lunaties in the District cf 
Columbia; which was read twice, and referred 1 
ihe Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Priva't 
Land Claims, to which had had been referred the 
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r the relief of the heirs of Philip Barbour, re- 


fu : 
arr the same without amendment. 


Pr NORVELL, from the Commiitee on the 
Public Lands, to which had been referred the foi- 


' te 

og bills, reported the same without amendmen!: 
ai eranting tu the State of Michigan a quantity 
of land to aid in constructing a canal around the 


- fal!s of Ste. Marie. 


A bill granting to the county of Kalarrazoo, in 
the State of Michigan, the right of pre-emption to 
a quarter section ol land, and for other purposes. 

A till granting to certain persons therein nained, 
the right of pre-emption to a fraction of a section 


- of land in Ottoway, 10 the State of Michigan. 


Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 


| Public Lands, to which had been referred the bill 


io relinquish to the State of Mississippi the Two per 


cent. fund arising under her compact for admission 


into the Union, reported the same without amend- 
ment. : 

Mr. W. made some remarks as to the necessity 
of anearly passage of the bill, and at bis sug- 
gestion, and by unanimous consent, it was then 
taken up, and considered asin Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Mr. W. frem the same committee, also reported 
the following bills without amendment: 

A bill for the relief of James Dutton; and 

A bill to authorize the substitution of other lands 
in place of school sections which are useless or un- 


a productive. 


Mr. WHITE of Indiana presented the remon- 


' srrance of the settlers upon certain lots of land 
| adjoining the town of Milwaukie, against the con- 
' firmation of the title of Francis Laventure and 
' others, who claim a pre-emption nght, and a peii- 
tion for an act granting a special pre-emption to 


the occupants of those lots: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Also,a memorial of the merchants of Albion, 
Mount Carmel, and Princeton, praying for aid to 


| construct the Mount Carmeland New Albany Rail- 
_ road; which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
» and Canals. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana offered the following re- 


| solution, which, by unanimous consent, was con- 
_ sidered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
gulating and establishing the salaries of the dis- 
inct judges of the United States. 

Mr. NICHOLAS gave notice that, to-morrow, 
he would ask leave 'o introduce a bill to revive the 
actentitled an act to enable claimants to !and, 
within the limits ef Mis ouri and the Territory of 
Arkansas, to institate psoceedings to try the validity 
of their claims, approved May 26, 1834, and an 
act ameuding the same, ani to extend the provi- 
sions cf said acts to claimants to lands within the 
State of Louisiana. 

Mr. YOUNG gave notice that, to-morrow, he 
would ask leave to introduce several bills for the 
relief of individuals, and one in relation to the Ga- 
lena Railroad. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resvlut'on: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be di- 
rected respectfully to request annually of the Go- 
vernors of the different States and Territories of 
the United States to furnish, for the use of the Con- 
eressional Library, all reports and documents in 
ther posse sion in relation 10 the geology and mi- 
heralogy of their respective States and Territories. 

The resolutions submitted on Tuesday by Mr. 
Benton and Mr. WALL, were severally cons.dered 
and agreed to. . 

_ ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill to amend an act entitled “An act more 
tfectually to provide for the punishment of certain 
times against the United States, and for ether 
a was taken up on its third reading, and 

The bill to prevent the counterfeiting of any fo- 
Telgn copper, gold, silver, or other cin, and to 
Prevent the bringing into the United States, or ut- 
ering any counterfeit foreign copper, gold, silver, 
other coin, wes considered as in Committee of 
= a and ordered to be engrossed foa third 

g. 
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The Senate then went into Executive business, 
and afterwards 
Adjourned until Monday next. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, January 3, 1840. 

After the journal was read, 

Mr. JENIFER rose and asked the indulgence of 
the House whilst he ca ‘ed their attention, for a few 
moments, in relation lo ameatier personally con- 
cerning himse!/. 

I do not rise t> ask a correction of the journal, 
but for the purpose of pointing the ateaton ot 
gentlemen t) a report of the picceedings which 
took place on Tues «y iast. 

In the Globe of Tuesday evening, which purpoiis 
to give a sketch of the deba'e upon the resolution of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. SercEanT] 
“to alter tne 20.h rule of the House, to allow fur- 
ther time for the daily presentation of peiitions,” I 
find the following remarks: 

“Mr. Bynum eppealed to Mr. Garvann to with- 
draw the motion for the previous qnestion, as he 
had bren attacked by three gentlemen on the oppo- 
s.ie side, and had beea giossly misrepresented, and 
he only wished to say a tew words in reply to those 
geutlemen, [Mossrs. Jonnson of Maryland, Jeni- 
FER, and Stanuy.}] He should think it hard if he 
weie nut granted this privilege. 

“Mr. Garvanp said he would not withdraw his 
motion for the previous question, which cat oii 
fur:her remarks on the subject. 

“Mr. Bynum then said thatit was the usual prac- 
tice of that party, after having two or three bul- 
lies to attack a gentleman and do him injustice, to 
refuse to let him reply to such atiacks.” 

The distance of my seat from the member from 
North Carolina, and the usua! want of order ia the 
hall, prevented me from distinc'ly bearing what 
was sald upon that occasion. ‘Three days having 
elapsed since these remarks appeared in the Globe, 
and, as far as I have seen, without correction, I 
am le(tto infer that they were eitier expressed on 
the floor, or authorized to be reported. Had I 
heard them, I do not know that I should have no- 
ticed them, well hnowing that they would be pro- 
perly appreciated by genilemen here. But as they 
have been published in the columns of the Globe 
and sent throughout the country, it may be ex- 
pecte: that some response should be given. 

I wish it to be distinctly understood thet I do nct 
rise ty complain; that 1 do not feel aggrieved; that 
I take no offence a! whatever may have been said, 
or reporied to have been said, coming from that 
quarter. 

Stull, a regard for the kind opinion of friends, 
and a respect for myself, which I hope ever to m- 
tain, requires that I should define my position in 
relation to the member from North Carolina. 

Since the 7th day of June, 1836, (a day which 
that member no doubt well remembered,) I have 
purposely avoided noticing any thing he might say, 
or in any manner coming in contact with him, well 
knowing that no laurels are to be gained, where 
even victory would be a disgrace. Under there 
circumstances, my friends need feel no apprehen- 
sion on my account. But to prevent misunder- 
standing, an:! do justice to myself, [ desire it to be 
also understood, that if, upon any occasion, I have, 
or hereafter may, wound the feelings of any genile- 
mao, I shail always hold myself bound to mae an 
honorable atonement, cr meet him in an honorabie 
way; but he must b a gentleman worthy the no- 
tice of an honorable man. 

Mr. BYNUM said he rose to reply to the re- 
marks of the gent'eman from Maryland, [Mr. Je- 
NIFER,| alihough he was sorry that he could not 
hear di-tinct!y what that gentieman had said. He 
understood him, however, to complain of s me- 
thing that had been published in the G obe, in rela- 
tion to what he (Mr. B.) had said some days since, 
He had not been ableto understand what censure 
that gentieman had passe!on him, ifany. He 
would state, though, jor his satisfaction, and all 
others, that the Giobe contained what he had ut- 
tered on the floor, at the time alluded to by that 
gent eman, to the best of his recollection. The lan- 
guage was his, and for it he held himself 
responsible, in that House or out of it. The only 


ee ——— 





explanation that he felt a disposition to make to the 
House was this: 

On the ceca ion alluded to, he had been at- 
tacked by three or four gen'lemen—by the gentie- 
man himself {Mr. Jenirer] and his colleague.[Mr. 
Jounson,] a gentleman fiom New York, [Mr.Horr- 
MAN,] and a member from North Carolina, He, 
however, was pot disposed to notice what, as be 
then thought, was the most illiberal manner, in 
which, by the want of courtesy, he was pre- 
vented from areply, in vindication of himself and 
the remarks he had used on that occasion, to the at- 
tacks of those gentlemea, in which he thought he 
had been grossly misrepresented; and which he 
should have ait:mpted to show, if he could have 
been alloyed the privilece of replying at the time. 
At the ime he made the remarks, be did not know 
whether that gentleman (Mr. Jenirer) was in his 
seator not. The gentleman thought fit, however, to 
open the atlack upon him, and was then followed 
up by his colleague and others, although the gen- 
tleman had said he had jain down a particular rule 


for himself to pursue, since the memorable 7th of 


June, 1836, and that course was to have no- 
thing to co with me; and, to avoid me in de- 
bate. Sir, such was the identical course that I 
had laid down fer myself to pursue towards that 
gentleman, and s veral o'hers with whom my re- 


lations were of a pecuuar nature. I take 1 fer 
granted thet it is Cishonorable, after two gentlemen 
have ha! a diff r-pee, that has been confessed- 
ly seth d honoanty to boch parties, and stand up- 
on peculiar terms, | ew race any public occasion 
to renew 


hear a fheulacs, by bandying personal 
epithets. Sis, Chat hes vot be-n my course here or 
elsewhere, as I do not conceive tnat that belongs 
to an honorable manand a gentleman. The word 
bul/y, tha. i used, it it be that the gentleman com- 
plains of, | used to denote one that would play 
the political champion of this House, such as we 
have frequen'y witnessed in it for several 
years yast. I thought every man_ understocd 
it, when I used it, in that sense, and I regiet that 
any man should have brought it before this ITouse. 
Luo not know whatihe g:ntleman has said abeut 
the affair of the 7th of June; but if he says or in- 
sinuafes that that affair was not honorably settled 
by both pares then, he says or iosinuates what 
he did not say nor iosinuate ou the ground ; 
and he contralicts what was said and done then; 
but IE say [dif uct hear the gentleman, and do not 
know exicty whithe did say. If the gentleman 
will harrow up that o'd atlair, which a'l understood 
was honoia'ly seited at tae time, then let him pro- 
ceed. Ov if he should undertake to pounce on 
me, to become my leciurer here, or elsewhere, I 
say to him, that ths Hoase is not large enough to 
hoid us both. No, sir, this House can rot hold us 
both, nor t.e world retain us alive. IT regret that 
thee p ivaie matters should ever have been brought 
before this House; the y do net belong it. 

Mr. STANLY hee rese, and put an interroga- 
tory to Mr. Bynum, to which he wished a reply; 
but was not di-t neily heard by the Reporter. 

Mr. BYNUM «aid that the member had askel 
for acivil apswer io a question which he said be 
had put in a civil wsy. Ifthe member was in 
earnest, and cou d be relied on, he had no objection 
to asswering any civil question put to him ina 
proper spirit. 

Mr. STANLY was understood to ask of the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina [Mr. Bynum] if the 
word “bully,” or “political champion,” was in- 
tended by him inan offensive sense? whether he in- 
tended it to have a literal or political const: uction? 

Mr. BYNUM said he did not know that he 
could make apy other explanation to the question 
than he bad given. He had said thathe had used 
the wor! ‘‘bu/ly” in the sense be had explained be- 
fore; which was one who was in the habit of 
thrusting hims*lf on every ecccasion in debate, and 
endeavoring to brewbeat and bully others out of 
their opinions; and if that was not satisfactory, the 
member m git act as he chcse in relation to it, as 
he had no further explanation to make. 

Mr. STANLY was then undersiood to proceed as 
though unsatisfied. 

The SPEAKER here interposed to put a stop to 
the discussion, which he said was of such a nature 


os 0 Cia 


pose Sits 


wt ON ae ERE ENT 2G Woe cre Mei: 





Va 


AN a 


st 3. arb ae 


mail 








Soda 


er pes gw 


he eg na ta 


o> eater 


' 











100 





as could not be permitied to go on;and that thegen- 
tleman from Maryland (Mr. Jenirer) had merely 
risen, as he understood him, to make some correc- 
tion of a matter which personally interrested him. 

Mr. STANLY was again understood to say 
that reference had been made to him by his col- 
league, [Mr. Bynvm,] in his reply to the gentleman 
from Maryland,which he conceived needed some no- 
tice. He said it was usual with him to cultivate with 
gentlemen the most friendly relations—and particu- 
larly so with persons from the State which he in 
part represented—that he felt his heart warmed to 
meet any such; but on his arrival here he had cau- 
tioned bis friends and colleagues not to intro- 
dace him to his colleague, [Mr. Bynom,] for if they 
did he would hold them personally responsible. 
He made some further remarks not heard suffi- 
ciently distinct to be understood. 

Mr. BYNUM said that this place was not the 
proper one to settle these private matters. If 
the member would but go to the Rotunda, he 
would satisfy him, To which Mr. 8. made no 
reply, but said something, as he sat down, about 
Mr. B. begging his life, which was not understood. 
Mr. B. then rose and said, “When and where, 
puppy, puppy, puppy?” and the matter here 
closed. 

Mr. KEIM rose and said: 

Mr. Speaker: I have made an effortthis morning 
to present to this House the usual resolutions of tri- 
bute to the memory of a deceased friend and col- 
league—a duty which require an earlier attention, 
but from the delay in our organization,it was always 
unpleasant to my feelings to offer them, until the 
restoration of order, and the House itself had once 
again returned to its proper and characteristic de- 
corum. It appears te me that now is the proper 
moment, as it may allay, in some degree, the 
smothered passions which unfortunately seem te be 
gathering around some of the gentlemen upon this 
floor; for I am sure the hand of death has been too 
busy during the past year, to need any additional 
provocation from them in aid of his relentless 
power. Indeed, from that ruthless spoiler who 
can escape? The old, the young, the humble, and 
ihe great, are alike stricken with his unerring shaft, 
and we perchance are left to mourn a desolation 
which sooner or later also awaits us. 

To some, however, death presents no terror, but 
like a welcome barbinger of rest, he is hailed with 
cordial greeting, and dying friends are looked 
upon as 


‘Pioneers to smooth 

Our rugged way, to break 

Those bars of terror and abhorrence nature throws 
Cross our obstructed path, and thus to make 
Welcome as safe our port from every storm.” 


Few, however, have left this earthly tenement, 
more to be lamented than my friend and cotleague, 
Wittiuam W. Porrer; for none possessed more 
amiable quallities, or enjoyed a more viriuous 
heart. 

His assiduous attention to his duties here pro- 
moted a disease that baffled all human skill, and 
marked him as a premature victim to its ravages. 
With a consciousness of his approaching end, he 
was fully prepared to “ return the dust to the earth 
as it was, and the spirit to God who gave it.” Thus, 
in the meridian of his days, was taken from us a 
miod replete with all the acquirements that a pa- 
triot cherished, or a statesman prized. 

indefatigable in his services to his constituents, 
their tears have designated how well they loved 
him who never betrayed their confidence, or fal- 
tered in devotion to their best interests. 

As a husband, he was exemplary for his affec- 
tion and kindness; and none can soothe the anguish 
of the pariner of his bosom, save “He who spake 
as never yet man spake.” 

Happily, indeed, for human suffering, there is an 
antidote for every affliction, in the benign precepts 
of our holy religioa. They teach us that— 


“Heaven gives us friends to bless the present scene; 
Resumes them, to prepare us for the next.” 


To that only solace has the bereavea widow 
looked for strength and consolation, in the promised 
hope that “they who dwell in righteousness shall 
shine as the stars for ever and ever.” 

I offer the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That this House has received with 
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deep sensibility the communication of the death of 
Wittium W. Porrer, a Representative of the 
State of Pennsylvania. 

Resolved, That the members of this House will 


testify their respect for the memory of the deceased 


by wearing crape on the left arm for thirty days. 

Resolved, That, as a further testimonial of re- 
spect for the memory of the deceased, this House 
will adjourn until to-morrow at 12 o’clock. 

The question wasthen put, and the resolutions 
were unanimously adopted; after which, 

Mr. KEIM moved that the House now adjougn. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON requested Mr. 
Keim to waive his motion for the adjournment, to 
eaable him to make a motion for reconsidering a 
vote, which, unless it be done at that time, and en- 
tered on the journal, it would not be in his power 
to move at any other time. 

Mr. KEIM acceded to said request. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that the vote ordering 
the printing of the map of the seat of war in Flo- 
rida, accompanying the report of the Secretary of 
War, be reconsidered. 

The question on adjournment was then put, and 
carried in the affirmative; and 

The House adjourned till to-morrow, 12 o’clock. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, January 4, 1840. 

Mr. EVANS asked leave of the House to intro- 
duce a bill, which he said was very important, 
and which would not take more than three minutes 
of the time of the House to consider. It was a 
bill which was usually reported by the Committee 
of Ways and Means; but, inasmuch as the organi- 
zation of the House had been so long delayed, 
the committee had not yethad a meeting, and it 
was probable would not fer several days. The 
money which had been appropriated for the con- 
tingent expenses of both Houses, and for the pay- 
ment of the members, had been expended; and he 
learned from the officers of both Houses, that great 
inconvenience resulted from it. He wished to in- 
troduce the bill, if no objection was made, and 
would ask the House to go into a Committee of the 
Whole on the State of the Union to consider it. 

No objection being made, 

Mr. E. then introduced a bill making appropria- 
tions, in part, for the support of Government for 
the year 1840; which was twice read; when 

Mr. E. then moved that the same be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the State of the 
Union, which was agreed to; and 

The House then went into committee, Mr. Banks 
in the Chair, and the bill having been considered, 
was reported to the Hou.e; when it was read the 
third time by its title and passed. 

On motion of Mr. TILLINGHAST, the House 
took up and considered the resolution of the Senate 
proposing the appointment of a Committee on the 
Library, and concurred in the same. 

Mr. RAMSEY said he had had in his posses- 
sion for several days a petition from the citizens of 
the Third Congressional District of Peansylivania, 
eompla‘ning that their rights had been trampled 
on in permitting the gentleman here [Mr. Nay or] 
to take his seat as their representative, and asking 
that the frauds by which their rights have been 
violated be investigated; which he asked might be 
read for the information of the House. 

The SPEAKER said it would not be in order at 
that time. 

Mr. RAMSEY then?moved a suspension of the 
rules to enable him to present the petition; and up- 
on that motion demanded the yeas and navs, which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 118, nays 67. 

YEAS—Messrs. Adains, Judson Alien, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Biddle, Black, Blackwell, Brewster, Briggs, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown. Burke, W. O. Butler, SH. 
Butler, Bynum, John Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Carter, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Crabb, Cross, Cush- 
ing, Dana, Davee, John W. Davis, Doan, Doig, Duncan, 
Earl, Eastman, Ely, Everett, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, James Garland, Goggin, Griffin, Mall, 
Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, John Hill of N. C, Hook, 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Jenifer, 
Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, 
Kempshall, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, 
McCleilan, McCulloh, McKay, Marchand, Miller, Mon- 
tanya, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Par- 
ris, aynter, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, 
Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Sergeant, Shaw, 
Shepard, Slade, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Sirong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, 





| 





SR 


Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Ti\in 


land, Turney, Underwood, Vanderpoel, David P Chas, 7, 
=? - Was 

Warren, Watterson, Weller, John White, Wick. ; Azener, 

Williame—118. P e, Wick, and Jared w 


NAYS—Messrs. Alford, John W. Allen, Simeon H And 
Tiler 


son, Andrews, Barnard, Beil, Brockway, A: 
houn, William B. Campbell,’ Casey, Chinn, Chitenior nt 


- . r Y } hittenden, ¢ . “ 
Cooper, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Davies, G. Davis, Day rt, 
Dillett, Evans, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Gates, Geniry. 0 


dings, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green. y, Gig 
W.S. Hastings, Henry, Hoffman, Hunt,James, Charles ret 
Lincoln, Marvin, Morgan, C. Morris, Nisbet, Osborne an 
Peck, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ride” 
Russell, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart Talane 
Waddy Thompson, Trumbull, Peter J. Wagner, Thome: 
Williams, Lewis Williams, C. H. Williams, and Sherr awe 
liams—67. 7 l 


So the rules were not suspended, it requiring g 
vcte of two-thirds. 

Mr. S. WILLIAMS asked leave to offer a ese 
lution, which was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the memorials and petitions pres 
sented to the House of Representatives at the last 
Congress, and upon which favorable reports wes 
made, and on which the House did not finally ac; 
and such memorials and petitions as were pre-enie 
at the last Congress and referred, upon which the 
committees did not make reports, be again referred 
to the committees to which the said memorials ani 
petitions were heretofore severally referred, 

No objection being made, the resolution was re. 
ceived and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. THOMPSON of South ¢y. 
rolina to reconsider the vote on ordering the print. 
ing of the map of the seat of war in Florida, a. 
companying the report of the Secretary of War, 
came up for consideration; when 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON of South Carolina obseryed 
that the matter which he had moved to reconsider 
might be said to be a small matter; but inasmuch 
as abuses in small matters are the more dangerous 
as they are likely to escape attention, he had for 
this reason seized the earliest opportunity of bring. 
ing it before the House. The vote that he had 
moved the reconsideration of, was on the proposi- 
tion to print 5,000 extra copies of the map of the 
seat of war in Florida, which the gentleman who 
moved the priating said would not cost more thay 
800 or 1000 dollars. This, to be sure, might be 
considered as asmalil matter in comparison with 
the ordinary expenses of the like nature. The 
House, in its expenditures for printing, was some. 
thing like the law—de minimis non curat; but it was 
in regard to these small matters that economy was, 
as he had before observed, as necessary as in large 
ones; and as to this particular document, for all the 
use that it would be to the members of that body, it 
might as well be burnt. Any body was welcome 
to the share of them that would fall to him, for he 
could make no earthly use of them whatever. To 
his constituents they would not be worth a single 
baubee, and he could see no reason at all for print- 
ing, unless it was for the purpose of rewarding 
certain favorites of the Administration, hanging 
about Washington, with a portion of the public mo- 
ney. He did not know any one of the ten thousand 
instances of gross extravagance and waste of public 
money more to be denounced than that of member: of 
Congress having printed for themselves, at the put- 
lic expense, documents worth no more than mere 
waste paper, for the purpose of putting money in the 
pockets of a political partisan. He would men- 
tion one fact which would surprise many of the 
young members who were not yet aware 
of the extent to which the practice he adveried ‘0 
had prevailed. While at home last summer, he 
received from one to two hundred maps ot the 
United States—excellent maps, which would readily 
sell in a stationer’s shop—that had been printed 
under the order of the House for the use ot Ils 
members. These things were done under the plea 
of furnishing useful information to the members, ‘0 
enable them the better to carry on the business 0 
legislation; but they already had a valuable and ex: 
tensive library; and if more informa'ion was nect> 
sary for the members, he thought it would be better 
to furnish them with good historical works, than (0 
expend the public money in printing a parcel of 
maps, that would be worth to them, as far as Us* 
ful information was concerned, no more than mere 
wasie paper. He also received last summer 4 
number of maps of Florida, which were, to him and 
his constituents, perfectly worthless. As he had 
been placed on the military committee, on the mo- 
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E of whose chairman this printing had been or- 

: ieed he thought it his duty to move the reconside- 
( ’ . 

| sation, belo 

a committee, 


g determined, while a member of that 
to resist, to the utmost of his ability, 
every unnecessary expenditure, whether proposed 
init or in the House. 


Ja justice, however, to the gentleman who was 


at the head of that committee for the last Congress, 
| he must say that that gentleman was uniformily in 
| favor of preserving the strictest economy, and cor- 
dually co-operated with him in resisting every extra- 
 yagance of expenditure, 


Mr. T. concluded, by moving a reconsideration 


of the vole referred to in the commencement of his 
remarks. 


mr. CAVE JOHNSON said, that as he had 


submitted the motion for printing the map of Fio- 


yjda accompanying the report of the Secretary of 
War, it was due to himself and the House that he 
should explain the reasons which operated upon 
him in making that motion. The map of Florida 
accompanied the report of the Secretary of War, 
and the only question was, whether, in publishing 
the documents accompanying the President’s mes- 
sage,the map should be included. There was a for- 
mer order of this House, made some years ago upon 
pis application, that a general order for printing 
should not include maps and charis, without the 
special order of the House. In consequence of 
th s order, he brought the subject before the House, 


that the House might decide ior itself, whether the 
» map of Florida should constitute a part of each of 
the documents accompanying the message, and 
' thathe thought the gentleman from South Caro- 
- jinahad used an improper expression, when he 
_ scoke of them as extra copies. 


Mr. J. said that he bad seen the map of Florida, 


already published by the Senate, accompanying 


the report of the Secretary of War, and that he 


_ supposed the number of maps necessary to ac- 


company the documents might now be procured at 


- amoderale price, as the engraving had already 
- been done under the orders of the Senate; and 


hat he had inquired of one of the printers, then 
n the House, as to the probable cost for each, 
ifnow ordered. He was informed that each one 
would not exceed six or eight cents for the paper 
and printing, the engraving having been already 
done. For these reasons he had, in the first place, 
Since that 
ume, he had been informed that the Clerk of the 


» House, some time before, had made a contract for 


the performance of such work by some lithogra- 
pher in the city, whose name he did uot reeollect, 
by which the House was to pay about the same 
price that the Senate paid the engraver. He had 
inquired what the price of the work would be, but 
had not been able to learn. If he had supposed 
that a new engraving would have to be made, he 
should never have made the application. 

Mr. J. said that he was gratified to learn from 
the honorable member from Svuth Carolina, that 
he was so zealous an advecate for economy and 
‘e‘orm—that the honorable member knew, having 


aa. 


scenic ATI 
ee 


served many years in this House with him, that | 


he, (Mr. J.) had been at all times the decided and 
warm advocate of ecomomy as well as the curtail- 
ment of all unnecessary expenditures, and he could 
assure the honorable member that he would not 
find bim altered in that respect. 

The honorable member had been pleased to say, 
that he had unlimited confidence in the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs in the 
last Congress, [Gen. McKay,] but that he was ap- 
prehensive he would not have the same reason for 
4 continuance of that confidence to the chairman of 
that committee in the ptesent Congress; that this 
movement was a bad beginning. 

Mr. J. expressed a hope that the honorable 
member from South Carolina would find no cause 
or dissatisfaction with the present chairman of 
that committee on the score of economy, and that 
he thought the motion submitted by him the other 
day for printing the map accompanying the report 
of the Secretary ought not to create any suspicion 
inhis mind prejudicial to the present chairman of 
hat committee. He begged to remind the honora- 
be gentleman, that during the last Congress the 
Report of the Secretary of War was accompanied 
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by a map of Flonda, which was ordered by the 


House to be printed, upon the motion of the chair- | 


man of the Military Committee of that Congress, 
in whom the gentleman had so much confidence. 
He had not examined the journal, but had been 
so informed this morning by the chairman of that 
committee. 

Mr. THOMPSON rose to state one fact. The 
contract for printing these maps, he said, was to be 
given to aperson in this city, who was to be sub- 
jected to the same process of taxation that was 
proved to have been practised in New York, and 
othercities. That is (said Mr. T.) the person who 
does the work is to submit to an assessment on the 
price of the printing, which he is to contribute to 
the support of a publication, very important to the 
party in power—the Democratic Review. 

Mr. BANKS obrerved that he should have pur- 
sued his usual course in silence, in reference to the 
motion of the gentleman from South Carolina, but 
for one fact. It had been the course pursued by that 
gentleman, with many of the party who acted with 


| 





him, to endeavor to produce an impression on the | 


public mind, that there was a party in that House 
disposed to print public documents, merely to re- 
ward their political favorites. 
such favorites; and knew of no such design in the 
part of those with whom he acted, and denied that 
he and his triends had ever been governed by any 
such motives. He readily believed, however, that 
the House did print too much, and he had never 
voted for the printing of a document, unless he 
deemed it necessary for the public service. With 
regard to the motion now under consideration, he 
should vote for it, believing that the printing of 
the document was unnecessary. But, said 
Mr. B. while the gentleman says so much 
about useless and unnecessary printing, let 
me call his attention, and that of the gentleman 
who vote with him, to the extravagant waste of 
pnblic money last session in printing 20,000 extra 
copies of the Report of the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, in relation to defaleations of public officers. 
The printing of these extra copies of old documents 
cost some $15,000 of the public money, and it was 
carried through the House by the votes of the gen- 
tleman and his friends. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina. The gen- 
tleman speaks at random, and states what is not 
true. I did not vote for the printing of these docu- 
ments. 

Mr. BANKS resumed. The document he re- 
feired to, was document 297, being the Report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in relation to the 
defalcations of public officers. I assert, ssid he, 
that there was a propositiou to print 20,000 ex- 
tra copies of these old documents, that it was 
carried through by the votes cf the gentleman 
from South Carolina and his party, and that the 
journals will show it. 

Mr. THOMPSON again interrupted Mr. Banks, 
and said that the gentleman had stated at random 
what was not true. 

Mr. BANKS continued. If the gentleman did 
not vote for that particular proposition, it certainly 
was carried through by the votes of the party with 
which he acts; and when the gentieman is endea- 
voring to create a false impression abroad that the 
friends of the Administration were seeking to ex- 
pend the public money in useless printing, for the 
purpose of rewarding political favorites, it was but 
fair to bring up, as an offset to it, this extrava- 
gance of the last session, carried through by his 
party, as well as to deny the charge. With respect to 
the particular document under cunsideration, he felt 
it due to himself to say, that he should vote against 
the printing of it, not believing it to be necessary 
for the public information. As to the vote of the 
gentleman himself on printing the documents, he 
could not say with certainty how he voted, without 
a reference to the journal; though h’'s impression 
had been that the gentleman had voted for it, 
until he denied it; but he did say that the printing 
was carried through by the votes of the gentieman’s 
party. 

Mr. WISE was scrry that his colleague had 
thought proper to make an attack onthe motion 
made by him last session for the printing of the re- 
port relative to defalcation, I (said Mr. W.) 


He knew not of || 
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made the motion to print the extra copies of docu- 
ment 297, which would show to the thousands of 
voters of this country, that the late message of the 
President was not true. The message stated that 
independently of the defalcation of Swartwoat, only 
$60,000 were lost to the Government in conse- 
quence of the defalcations of public officers. That 
document, No. 297, would show that, by the 
land officers and collectors of the present Adminis- 
tration, nearly one million of dollars were lost, 
while the message stated the loss at only $60,000. 
This document disproved the truth of the Presi- 
dent’s message, and showed either that he was dis- 
posed to cover the defalcations of his officers, or 
that he was deceived by his Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. He would frankly say of Martin Van Bu- 
ren, bolieving him to be a gentleman, that if he had 
read the document No. 297, he would not have 
made the statements he dd in his message,in oppo- 
siticn to facts shown by the records within bis 
reach. Permit me to say to my colleague, conti- 


| nued Mr.W. that the printing of that document was 





ST 


better calculated to promote public economy than 
any other; and that he would, at any time, be wil!- 
ing to pay ten dollars from out of the public Trea- 
sury, to show to the people how cone dollar had 
been taken from it, either by fraud or in conse- 
quence of ignorance .or mismanagement. Did 
the gentleman mean to say that there was 
not another motive besides economy that in- 
duced him and his party to vote against the publi- 
cation of these documents? Sir, (said Mr. W.) if 
I could get the vote of the House to day, I would 
print the report of the Secretary of the Treasury in 
opposition to the message; and if I could get my 
colleague to circulate it in his district, his constitu- 
ents would hold him accountable for voting as he 
did against publishing a document to circulate the 
truth. After some additional remarks from 
Mr. W. 

Mr. BANKS said he hoped bis colleague had not 
understood him as objecting tu the original printing 
of document No. 297. It was important that it should 
be printed for the use of the members of the 
House, and he voted for it. Bat, said Mr. B. I 
objected, after it was printed, and in possession of 
every member of the House, to the printing of 
20,000 extra copies, by which an expense of 
$15,000 was incurred. He did not deem it proper, 
at this time, to go into an examiurtion of the Pre- 
sident’s message, and he therefore would not 
reply to the remarks of his colleague on that 
subject; but he knew that an __ intelligent 
people had had full benefit of the document 
his colleague referred to—that it was widely 
circulated and discussed at public meetings, and 
that its statements were met and proved to. be false 
in many particulars; for it was shown that many 
persons stated in it to be defaulters, had since paid 
up the balances against them, and that many were 
of necessity reported as such, from the mere fact 
that their acconn's were unsettled. He had never 
voted against circulating useful or necessary infor- 
mation. He was as ready togive light to the peo- 
ple as any man; and whether by the viva voce prin- 
ciple, and against the secret system of voting, or 
by useful and necessary publications, he wished all 
his acts to be known to the people. He would 
have nothing concealed or misrepresented, but all 
his actsto be aboveboard. As to the question 
under consideration, it was perhaps a small 
matter, and nothing would have induced him 
to say one word in regard to it had it not been 
for the unceasing endeavors of some gentiemen on 
that floor to produce an impression on the public 
mind that the party with which he acted were dis- 
posed to expend money in useless printing for the 
purpose of rewarding political favorites. He had 
shown how the extravagance, charged by the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, had been practised to 
a greater extent by the party with which he acted. 
How the change had come over gentiemen this ses- 
sion, which made them such great sticklers for 
economy, he would not pretend to say, but would 
only observe, in reference to himself, that he should 
vate against the printing of the document under 
consideration, as he did not believe it was wanted 
for the pnblie service. : 

Mr. GRAVES rose to call the attention of the 
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ouse to the probable cost of printing this docu- 
ment. When the chairman of the committee (Mr. 


' 


C. Jonnson] first moved the printing of this docu- | 
ment, he siated that the main expense having al- | 
ready been incurred in the cost of engraving the | 


plate, the printing would not amount to more 
than six or eight cents acopy. But (said Mr. G.) 
we are now told by the chairman that the old plates 
cannot be had, and therefore the engraving must 
be paid for anew. He would now ask the gen- 
tleman whether he did not believe the cost would 
be some four or five thousand dollars. He had 
risen to make these remarks in order to induc? 
gentiemen to vote for the reconsideration moved 
by the gentleman from South Carolina. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine said he understood the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Banks] to charge 
on the gentieman from South Corolina [Mr. Wap- 
py Tompson] and his friends, the pas age of the 
resolution ordering the printing of 20,0000 extra 
copies of document No. 297. He understood that, in 
reply to that charge, the gentleman fiom South Ca- 
rolina [Mr.Tnompson] said that the gentieman from 
Virginia had “‘at random stated that which was not 
true.” Now (said Mr. S.) I hold in my band the 
resolution authorizing the printing of 20,000 extra 
copies of document No, 297; I hold in my hand 
the yeas and nays (holding up the journal) on the 
adoption of that resolution; and among the yeas I 
find recorded the name of ‘“‘Wappy Txompson, 
jan.” I have nothiag more (coatnuel Me. 8.) to 
say on that subject. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I understood the gentleman 
from Virginia to charge me with voting generally 
for extensive printing, and not te refer to this par- 
ticular document. 

Mr. BANKS. I stated express!y that it was 
document No. 297, being the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury on defaleations of public officers. 
I referred particularly to the document, and stated 
so distinctly what it was, aso leave no room for 
m'sunderstanding. 


Mr. THOMPSON said that he had not understood | 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Banxs] as al- || 


lading to avy paricular document, bui as making 


plate, Now, he would ask gentlemen better ac- 
quainted with such matters than he was, if this 
would not be paying four times for the same en- 
graving. 

Mr. COLES observed that it was true these 
maps had been printed several times; but the first 
maps priated were mere outlines, while the present 
was one very much improve! and enlarged. He 
was opposed to the printing of anextra number of 
copies, as unnecessary, and therefore should vote 


| for the reconsideration. 


Mr. PECK called for the reading of the con- 
tract with Mr. Langiree, and it was read accord- 
ingly. 

Mr. GRAVES inquired of the honorable gen'le- 
man from Tennessee, if Mr. Langtre: was a 
lithographer. 

Mr. JOHNSON was understood to reply in the 
ni gative. 

Mr. JOHNSON repeate|, that he had no desire 
for the publication of the map, and should not 
have submitted the motion under any circum- 
stances other than those named, and was glad that 
the question was now before the House, so that 
the members might decide whether the documents 
should be accompanied by the map or not. 

Mr. CRARY wished to ascertain what was the 


| practice of the Honse in ordering the printing of 
| documents of a like nature. He understeod, that 


at the last session these maps were ordered to be 
engraved by the Senate, and when the House 
ordered the same printing, they had to wait some 
two months, as it was said, for them to be re-en- 
graved. As he understood the matter, when the 
Senate ordered maps to be engraved and printed, 
the expense was paid out of the contingent fund of the 
S nate; and when the House ordered the printing of 
the same maps they were again engraved, or sup- 


| posed to be so, and paid for out of the fund of the 


House. Now,unless some plan was adopted by 


the general charze that he, Mr. T. had voted |; 


for extra printing ordered by the last Congress. 
This was what Mr. T. bad pronounced untrue: 
Mr. T. certainly did not wish to be understeod 
that he had not voted for printingan extra number 
of this pariicular documen’, for he did not hear the 
gentleman speak ofary one in parcular. He 
had vcteiin many instances for extra copies—in 
this, asin other cases, where the document was 
useful. Bnt his general course ba: b en to vote 


against such propositions. When he leained by the | 


remarks, of Mr. Wisk that the gentleman [Mr. 
Bawxs] had alluded to this particular diccument, 
he endeavored to get the floor befo e the renacks 
of the gentleman from Mai c, and thus to set him- 
self right. 


While up, be would isk of the Cierx if the 
printing of this map was net given fo the eator of 
a public print, wae was rot a hthegraprer? 


The SPEAKER informed the gentleman that 
the Crerx’s answer was, that the printing was 
given to Mr. Langtree. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Well, sir, Mr. Langtree is 
the editor of the Democratic Review, and is nota 
lithegrapher; and one of the first acts of the CLer« 
was to give this printing to Mr. Langtree, who, as 
he was not a lithographrr, must get the work done 
by somebody who is, and share the profits with 
him. 


Mr. CALVARY MORRIS asked who published | 


the same map at the last session, and whether it 


was not published on the same plate this year that || 


was used last session? 


The SPEAKER said the Crerx did not know. 

Mr. MORRIS wished merely to state the fact, 
that the impression had gone abroad that the 
Senate last year ordered a plate of this map tobe 
engraved; and that subsequently, the House having 
ordered the printing cf it, it was printed on the 
same plate; that this yearthe Senate had again 
ordered copies of it, which had been printed for 
that body; and that, therefore, if the printing now 
ordered by the House should be executed, there 
would be four different impressions from the same 


which the House ke; t its owa plates, afler paying 
for them, without suffering them to be used again 
and again at the same cost as if new engravings 
were made, he shou'd in future vote against the 
printing of any maps whatever. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
reconsider; which was carried without a division. 

The qvestion then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolution; when, 

On motion of Mr. BANKS, it was laid on the 


teble. 


Mr. BROWN of Tennessee asked permission of 


_ the Honse tointroduce the following as an amend- 


| 
| 


ment to the Constitution of the United States, 

which, he said, he wished to be printed for the in- 

formation of the members, and to lie on the lable 
till he had an opportunity of calling it up: 

Joint Resolution to amend the Constitution of the 
Uni ed S:a‘es, in relation to the election of Pre- 
sident: 

Resolved, by the Senate and Flouse of Representa- 
tives of the United Statee of Anerica in Congress as- 
sembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring, That 
the following amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States be proposed to the Legisletares of 


the several States, which, when ratified by the Le- | 


gis'atures of three-fourths of the States, shall be 
valid, to ell intents and purposes, as part of the 
Constitution, to wit: 

‘No person who shall hereaf er be elected, and 
shall serve the period of four years as President of 
the United States, shall be again eligible to that 
office.” 

‘The SPEAKER said that it was not then in or- 
der to introduce the resolution without the consent 
of the House. 

Mr. JAMESON said: Mr. Speaker, I rise to do 
what I intended on yesterday to have done,but failed 
in ebtaining the Soor before the House adjourned; 
that is, 0 announce to this House the death of the 
Hon. Acpert Gattatix Harsison, one of the 
memters elect from the Sate of Missouri, to the 
Twenty-sixth Congress. [1+ died at his resid nce, 
near Fulton, Missouri, of bilious fever, in the 
month of September last. In his death, not only 
the bereaved widow and his children sus‘ain a deep 
and abiding loss—the loss of an amiable, kind, 
and affectionate husband and parent—but Missouri 
lost one of her favorite and ablest sons. Always 


true to his trust, and faithful to the interes 
Missouri, my lamented predecessor had ob 
for himself a deep seat in the affections , 
people. Ihave known the deceased Since I ha 

known myself, and many on this floor were ee 
well acquainted with him; and they will eet os 
witness to the fact, that he posses ed a]! these p ; 
ble qualities and virtues which of themselves a 
stitute the high road to honor and distinction, re 

He had filled wits credit to himsel!, and to the 
entire satisfaction of the people, more dig. 
cult offices of honor and profit, in the same lengih 
of time, than any wan who has ever resided in 
Missouri. He was called by Him in whose hands 
life and death are held, from the theatre of action 
in the meridian of life; and but few have Paseed 
from time, more to be lamented than ALperr 
Gatuatin [Iarrtson; few, if any, can fill his pace 
as the agent or Representative of Missouri; and , 
void is left in that domestic circle in which he 
moved, and in the heart of his amiable and intel. 
ligent bereaved widow, that no power on earth, no 
human being can fill: a void thatcan only be fille 
by the cons'ant presence, aid, and protection of the 
Spirit ef the Eternal God. 

Mr. Haraison was a native of Kentucky, frm 
whose land so many able and chivalric men hays 
emanated: the birth place of a great many member; 
now on this floor trom other States. 

Mr. J. then offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, unanimously, That this Houre has re. 
ceived with deep sensibility the annunciation of 
the dea‘h of the Hon. Atsert G. Harrison, one 
of the late Representatives elect from the State of 
Missouri for the Twenty-sixth Congress of the 
United States. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the members of this 
House tender the widow and rela'ives of the de. 
ceased their sympathy on this mournfal event, and 
will tes'ify their respect for his memory, by wear- 
ing crape on the left arm for thirty days. 

Resolved, That, as a further evidence of ther 
respect for the memory of the deceased, the Hous 
adjourn until Monday next, at 12 o’clocr, m. 

The House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE, 
Monnay, January 6, 1849. 

The CHAIR subm tted a communication from 
the Legis'ature of Wiscun-in, requ ‘sting an appro 
priation for the improvement of the n :vigation of 
the Des Moines river; which was referred to the 
Commitiee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of the daughter and only child 
of Lieut. Nathaniel Fanning; which was referred to 
the Comm t'e2 oa Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of 
Samuel Steinrod; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of 
Joseph Compo; which was referred to the Coa: 
mi tee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of 
Chalon Guard and others, praying permission '0 
purchase a quant ty of the publ c land ona rel 
which was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

Also, the memorial of the members of the bar of 
Laporie, I'l. which was referred to the Commitee 
onthe Judiciary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memor'al from 
certa n officers of the line of the army, praying for 
an equalization of pay with the staff; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of William Strickland, E. 
F. Gill, and A. K. Campbell, stating that they 
were about publishing in Great Britain a desesip- 
tion of the public works of the United States: ant 
that the citizens of this country may be furnished 
on the same terms, they pray that they be perm 
ted to import the same free of duty; which was It 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion by Mr. B. the pesition and papers of 
John R. Midwinter, and those, in the case of El- 
zabeth Truxion, now on file, were respectively 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. _ 

On motion by Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, the 
papers on file in the caseof David Allen, were re 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
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Mr. CLAY of Kentueky presented a petition of 
ber of cilizeus, praying for agrant of land in 
| the Oregon Territory; which was referied to the 
celecl! Committee on the Uregon Territory, and or- 


| dered to be printed. 


we eye 


-anum 


Linn, Preston, 


PiEf CE, and WALKER. 


On motion by Mr. DAVIS, the petition of Major 
a Honison, presente| by him some days since, was 


| yeferred to the same committee. ' 
> Mr. D. also presented the petition of Isaac R. 
Howe, fora Congress of Nations; which was re- 
F ferred to ‘he Committee on Foreign Relations, 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of William 
F Cox; which was referred to the Committee on 

laims. 

a the petition of Major W.G. Belkaap and 

> owners, of the line of the army, praying for an 


I equalization of pay with the officers of the stafl; 


which was referred to the Committee oa Military 
Affairs. e =. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the petition aud 
apors of John Ireland, on fi'e, were referred to 
the Committee on Claims; and 

The papers of William Jones were referred to 
the Commitfee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. WHITE of Indiana presented the memoria} 
of John G. Fleischmann, praying for a patent for 
an improved mode of manufacturing best sugar; 
which was referred to the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of James 


 Gentworth; which was referred to the Committee | 


on Pensions. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented the petition of the 
oficers of the Agricultural Bank of Mississippi; 
which was referred !o the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. KING presented the petition of A. G. 
King and Henry Lucas; which was referred to the 
Commitiee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Wilson 
P. Hunt; which was referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the papers on 
fie in the case of the owners of the ship Alle- 
ehany, were referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. FULTON presented the memoria! of James 
Smith of Arkansas; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. KING, from the Commitice on Commerce, 
to which was referred the memorial of George Say- 
ler, asked to be discharged from its furiher con- 
sideration, and that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations; which was agreed to. 

Mr. K. alse, from the same committee, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of Josias Sturg:s and others, and that it 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. K. also, from the same ‘committee, to which 
was referred the bill making appropriations for the 
removal ef the raft in Red river, 1eported the same 
without amendment. 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives, announcing that the House had 
agreed to the joint resolution appointing a joint 
commitiee to superintend the appropriations for the 
liorary, ard that they had, on their part, appointed 
Messrs. Lewis, Nayior, and Tinvinawast on that 
committee. 

Also, that the House had passeia bill making 
pattal appropriation for the expenditures of Gc- 
vernment for the year 1840. 

_Mr. PRENTISS, trom the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to Which was referred the following bills, re- 
ported the same without amendment: 

A billto revive and continue in force an act 
entitled “* An act to provide for persons who were 
disabled by known wounds received in the Revolu- 
lionary war. 

A bill for the relief of John McCloud, 

A bill for the relief David Waller. 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes, widow 
of Elijah Barnes. 

A bill for the relief of Lemuel White. 

_A bill to authorize the payment of invalid pen- 
S105 in certain cases. 
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Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 


to which had been referred that part of the Presi- | 


dent’s message relating to the finances of the coun- 
try, and the annual report ot the Secretary of the 


Treasury on the finances, reperted a bill to provide 


for the collection, safekeeping, transfer and dis- 
bursement of the public revenue. 

Mr W. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill more effectually to secure the 
public money in the bands ef officers and agents 
of the Government, and to punish public defaulters, 
reported the same with amendments; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. said that he was directed by the com- 
miitee to give notics thet they would, on Monday 
next, ask for the consideration of these bills, in the 
order in which they were reported, and that they 
would feel it their duty to press their consideration 
after that date. 


Mr. W. asked the unanimous consent of the Se- | 


naie to take up the bill jast received from the 
House, making partial appropriations for the sup- 
portof the Government for the year 1840; which 
vas agreed to. 

The bill was then taken up, read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr MERRICK presented the memorial of the 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bark of Georgetown, 
praying feran extension of (heir charter; which 
Was 
Columbia. 

Mr. M. in pursuance of notice, asked and ob- 
tained Jeave to bring in a bill for the heirs of Fran- 
cis Newman; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky, in pursuance of no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
in relation to copy rights; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the following bills, reported 
the same without amendment: 

A bill for the relief of John S. Pillings. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Pas: ett. 

Mr. 
val Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
Wiliam Easby, reported adversely to the same. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to 
which had heen referred the report from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, respecting the contingent fund of 
that D. partment, asked that the same might be 
printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. GRUNDY gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, ask leave to intreduce a bill to authorize 
the S'ate of Tennessee to issue grants and perfect 
titles to certain lands thereim described, and to set- 
tle the claims to the vacant and unappropriated 
lands within the same. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had baen referred the bill providing for 
the sommary collection of the notes of the banks in 
the District of Columbia, under the denominaticn 
of twenty dollars, asked to be discharged fiom its 
further consideration, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary; which was 
agreed to, 

Mr. DAVIS, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
ob’ained 'e1ve to introduce the following bills: 

A bill fer the relief of the Steamboat Company 
of Nantucket; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas L. Winthrop and 
o'theis; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Commitiee on the Judiciary. 

A bill for the relief of Josephine Nourse; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred the bill making partial ap- 
propriations for the support of the Government for 
the year 1840, reported the same with amendments, 
which were read and concurred in; and the bill was 
read a third time, and passed. 4 

The resolutions submitted by Mr. Benton some 
days since, relative to the assumption, by the 
General Government, of the debts of the States, 
were then taken up, and after some remarks 


referred to the Committee on the District of | 


WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- | 


| 
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from Mr. BENTON, a portion of which will be 
found in this evening’s paper, 

The question being on the adoption of the reso- 
lution, 

Mr. GRUNDY thonght that the question shoul! 
be taken on each proposition separately, and asked 
for the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. LUMPKIN expressed his concurrence in 
the object of the resolutions in some remarks which 
we will publish to-morrow, but would prefer that 
the resolutions might be permitted to lay on the 
table for the present; which was agreed to. 

Mr. NORVELL offered the the following reso- 
lution, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting 
a pension to Leuis Mitchell Rivard, of Wayne 
county, State of Michigan, in consequence of in- 
firmities and disabilities contracted in the military 
service of his country. 

Mr. NORVELL offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committce on Commerce in- 
quiie inio the expediency of directing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to cause a steam cutter to be con- 
structed for the revenue service on the Atlantic, 
another for that service in the Gulf of Mexico, and 
a third for the same service on Lake Erie and the 
Upper Lakes. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted the fellowing 
resolutiog: 

Resolval, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be Jnstructed to inquire into the expediency 
of enacting alaw explanatory of the act of 8th 
May 1792, ‘‘to regulate the pay of non-commis- 
sioned cflicers, mugeians, and privates of the mili- 
tia of the United States,’ so as to provide that field 
officers, commanding volunteer regiments or batta- 
lions, shall be allowed the same compensation fur 
the use and risk of horses furnished by themselves 
as is paid to company and staff efficers in such 
command; and that such addijional sum shall be 
paid to field officers who have served in Florida 
during the late troubles with the Seminole Indians. 

A message was received from the President of the 
United States, transmitting a report from the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury in re!ation to the employ- 
ment of steam vessels in the revenue cutter service; 
and recommending the subject to the special and 
favorable consideration of Congress. 

The CHAIR suabmiticd a report from the Secre- 
tary of the ‘Treasury, transmitting returns of the 
condition of the several banks in the District of Co- 
lumbia; which was referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. and ordered to be printed. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The fc lowing bills were taken up on their third 
reading, read a third time, and passed: 

A bill for the relief of John H. Jacocks. 

A bill to relinquish to the State of Mississippi 
the Two per cent. fund arising under her compact 
fur admission into the Union. 

bill to prevent the counterfeiting of any fo- 
reign copper, gold, silver, or other coin, and to pre- 
vent the bringing into the United States, or uttering 
any counterfeit foreign copper, gold, silver, or 
other coin. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, January 6, 1840. 
After the reading of the journal, 
Mr. W. B. CALHOUN of Massachusetts rose 
and submitted the following reso]vtions: 
Resolved, That the House has heard with deep 


| Sensibility of the death of the Hon. C. Atvorp, a 


member elect of this House from the State of Mas- 


| sachusetts. 


Resolved, That the members and officers of this 
House will testify their respect for the memory of 
the deceased by wearing crape on the left arm for 
thirty days. 

The resolutions having been read, 

Mr. CALHOUN said: I do not rise, Mr. Speak- 
er, 10 give utterance to a labored ecvloginm upon 
the character of Mr. Atvorp. I rise simply to say 


that be was regularly elected a member of this 
Congress, and that he died several months anterior 
to the commencement of the present session, 


He 
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was very young; and, had he been permitted to 
take lls place amongstus, would undoubtedly have 
been the youngest member upon th’s floor. Bat, 
young as he was, he had acquired very prominent 
and enviable rank in the community where he re- 
sided f!leaven had given him a high order of in- 
tellec ; his mind was richly cultivated; his judg- 
ment was mature; and his general attainments ex- 
traorlinary. In tue study and pursuit of the law— 
the profession to which he had devoted himself— 
he was eminently distingnished; as he was, also, 
in both of the halls of lezislation in his native 
State. Had he lived to take part ‘n the proceed- 
ings of this body, he would, | am sure, have added 
largely to his fame and renown. He died, sir, 
in the midst of the warmest affections, and the 
fondest hopes of his friends, bis asscciates, and of 
the community where his lot was cast. 

Such, in briet, was James C. Atvorn; and ne- 
ver, | am contident, has the House of Representa- 
tives been called upon to pay a tribute to ihe me- 


mory of one more worthy. 
The question was taken on the resolutions, and 
they were unanimously adopted. 


Mr. SUNCAN moved a suspension of the rules 
to enable him to offer a resolation, proposing to re- 
fer al! the papers and testimony relating tothe New 
Jersey disputed election to the Committee of Elec- 


lions; and, on that motion, demanded the yeas and 
nays. 
Mr. CAIHOUN asked the gentleman to 


give way to enable him to make a motion, which 
was of immemorial usage, for the adjournment of 
the House as a tes!imonial of respect to the memo- 
ry of the deceased. 

Mr. DUNCAN immediately acceded to said 
request; when 

Mr. CALHOUN moved that the House adjourn 
till te-morrow, which was agreed to; and 

The House then adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Tvrspay, January 7, 1840. 

Mr. LUMPKIN preeented two letters from 
General Wool, sustaining the claim of George W. 
Paschal|; which were referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented the petition of Joseph 
Sawyer; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, the 
petition and papers of Witliam Eaton, now on the 
files of the Senate, were referred to the Commitice 
on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. RUGGLES, the several me- 
morials on the subject of the regulation of steam- 
boais, now on file, were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. LINN presented a memoria! of the Legis- 
lature of Missouri, praying the establishment of 
a port of entry and a custom-house at some point 
on the Missouri river, and that adrawback be al- 
lowed to traders engaged in the cammerce with 
Santa Fe; which, afier some very interesting re- 
marks of Mr. L. on the character and great im- 
portance of the trade to the country, its annual di- 
minution, and the danger of its comple annihila- 
tion, if some measures were not speedily taken 
by Congress, was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the memorial of the heirs 
of Christopher Tompkins; which was referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the memorial of Enoch Baldwin; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, the papers on file in 
the case of Isaac Cuilier, were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce; and the papers of John Lang 
were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, ordered that the 
petition of E. W. and H. Smith, on the files of the 
Senate, be referred to the Committee on Claims; 
and that the petition of Betsey Booth, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. NICHOLAS presented the petition of a 
number of citizens of St. Mary’s parish, La. praying 
a repeal of the present naturalization laws; which 
was referred to the Commitiee on the Judiciary. 
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Mr. WHITE presented a communication from 
the Secretary of War, in relation to the removal of 
the Stockbridge and Munsee Indians; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. KING presented the memorial of Charles 
A. Stewart; wh'ch was referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the ,Committee 
on the Public Lands, to which had been referred 

A bill for the graduation and reduction of the 
price of the public Jands, reported the same with 
amendments; which was orde‘ed to be printed. 

Mr. C. also, from the sane commiites, to which 
was referred the bill for the reliet of William 
Jones, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. C. also, from the same committee, to which 
had been referred the petition of John S. Wilson, 
reported a bill for his relief. 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which had been referred the me- 
morial of a number of settlers on the mineral lands 
in Iilinois, praying to be allowed the right of pre- 
emption to said lands, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration; which, after some re- 
marks by Messrs. LINN, WALKER and PREN- 
TISS, was agreed to. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, asked 
to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the memorial of the General Assembly of 
Missouri, praying a grant of land for the establish- 
ment ofa sysiem of common schools; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to whieh had been referred the fol- 
lowing bills, reported the same without amend- 
ment: 

A bill for creating a new land district in the 
State of Missouri, and for changing the boundaries 
of the southwestern and western land districts in 
said State. 

A bill authorizing the President of the United 
States to cause the reserved lead mines belonging 
to the United States in the several States and Ter- 
ritories, to be sold as other public lands. 

A bill for the relief of Isabella Hill, widow, and 
the children, of Samuel Hill, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Jane Waller. 

Mr. NORVELL said he had been deputed by 
the Commiitee on the Public Lands to make the 
ungracious, and what might perhaps be considered 
the ungallant request, to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the memoria! of Amerigo 
Vespucci, whic had been referred to it; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which had been referred the fo'- 
lowing bilis, reported the same without amend 
ment: 

A bill to settle the title to certain tracts of lana 
in the State of Arkansas. 

A bill to authorize the inhabilants of township 
eight north, range thirty-two west, in the State of 
Arkansas, to enter a sect’on of land in lieu of the 
the sixteenth section in said township, upon condi- 
tion that the same is surrendered to the United 
States for military purposes. 

A biil to revive an act authorizing certain sol- 
diers in the late war to surrender the bounty lands 
drawn by them, and to locate others in lieu thereof, 
and for other purposes. 

A bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkan- 
sas, who lost their improvements in consequence of 
a treaty between the United States and Choctaw 
Indians. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which had been referred the bill for the relief of 
Joseph Paxton, reported the same without amend 
ment. 

Mr. GRUNDY, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill to 
authorize the State of Tennessee to issue grants 
and perfect titles to certain lands therein described, 
and to settle the claims to the vacant and unappro- 
priated lands within the same; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

‘ Mr. ROBINSON, in pursuance of previous no- 
ce, asked and obtained leave to bring ina bill for 


the relief of J. M. Strader; which was 
and referred to the Committee on the 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of notice, 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to allow dr 
back of duties on merchandise exported, via Me 
souri, to the provinces of Mexico, for the [n ! 
trade, and for other purposes; which was 
twice, and referred to the Commitee on 
merce. 

Mr. FULTON, in pursuance of notice, askeg 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill io provid 
for the defence of the western borders of the ieee 
of Louisiana, Missouri, and Arkansas; which wy 
read twice, and referred to the Committee og th 
Public Lands, 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the bill for th. 
payment of damages to individuals who had sy. 
tered losses by Indian depredations, reported ihe 
same witn sundry amendments. 2 

Mr. NICHOLAS, in pursuance of previous no, 
tice, asked and obtained leave to bring a bill tom. 
vive the act entitled an act to enable claimants; 
land within the limits of Missouri and the Ter. 
tory of Arkansas, to insutule proceedings to try jhe 
validity of their claims, approved May 26, ig34 
and an act amending the same, and to extend ths 
provisions of said acts to claimants to lands withi, 
the State of Louisiana; which was read twice, anj 
referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

The resolution submitted some days since by 
Mr. Linn, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be qj. 
rected respectfully to request annually of the Go. 
vernors of the different States and Territories of 
the United States to furnish, for the use of the Con. 
gressional Library, all reports and documents ig 
their possession in relation to the geology and mi- 
neralogy of their respective States and Territories 

And the resolutions submitted yesterday by 
Messrs. Norvett, Cray of Alabama, and Pircr, 
were severally considered and agreed te. 

Mr. PIERCE submitted the following reso. 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Commi'tee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of authorizing the Postmaster General 
to procure maps of the post offices and post roads, 
for the use of the Pust Office Department. 

Mr. YOUNG offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inqui:e into the expediency 
of making an additional appropriation of land, or 
of authorizing the issuing of land scrip, for the sa 
tisfaction of the outstanding military bounty land 
warrants, issued or to be issued under the author 
ty of the Wnited States to the soldiers of the late 
war With Great Britain or their legal reprezenta- 
lives, 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was, by unanimous consent, considered 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate the amount 
accrued of the two per cent. of the nett proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands within the limits of the 
State of Mississippi, reserved under the compact 
by Congress with said State upon her admission 
into the Union, for making a road or roads leading 
to said State; also,what amount, if any,of said Two 
per cent. fund, has been appropriated by Congress 
for said purpose, and whether said compact as (0 
said fund still remains unfulfilled, and what gran's 
of land, if any, have been made by Consress to 
the State of Mississippi for the purposes of inter 
nal improvement. j 

On motion by Mr. GRUNDY, the resolution 
submitted some days since by Mr. Benton, Felative 
to the assumption of State debts, was taken up. 

Mr. G. then moved that it be referred to a select 
committee of seven, to be appointed by the Cua. 

Mr. PRESTON, while he coincided with the 
sentiments of the resolution, and of the remarks of 
the Senator who introdaced it, was averse ‘0 
legislating prospectively and hypothetically; and 
afier some further remarks, moved that the resolu- 
tion be laid on the table, 
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mr. CLAY of Alabama asked for the yeas and 


" nays, Which were ordered. 
’ 


sion was then taken on laying the reso- 

oe Bewxron on the table, and decided in 
3 15, noes 25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messis. Bets, Clay of Kentucky, Clay- 

ton, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, H: nderson, Mer- 

rick, Prentiss, Pres'on, Ruggles, Smith of Indiaua, 


Southard, White of Indiana, and White of Tea- 


pessee— 1d. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 


on, Calhoun, Ciay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Lion, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Nor- 


yell, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smuh of Coanec- 
F ’ 


yt, Suanze, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, 
Wright, and Young—25. 

Mr. BENTON said that he wished the usnal 
ce of the body, which was to appoint the 


raised to consider them, to be dispensed with on 
this occasion. He had offered these resolutions, 
and submitted his views on them to the Senate and 
tothe country, and he Row wished them to pass 
into other hands. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Grunpy’s 
motion, Which was agreed to, and the resolution 
was referred to a Select Committee, consisting of 
Messrs. GRonpy, Lumexin, Smita of Indiana, 
Youno, Husgakp, ALLEN, and Merrick. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said that he had expressed 
yesterday, and reflection had confirmed it, a cor- 


- jal concurrence in the doctrines contained in the 


resolution and the remarks of the Senator from 
Missouri; but as it was on his motion that it was 


' jaid on the table, he thought proper to say that it 
' was from no idie motive that he had made the mo- 
' uon, He thoughtit would be desirable io present 
| them in a more condensed form, and that that con- 


densation would meet the views of the honorable 
mover of the resolation. He had therefore embo- 
died ina single resolution, the substance of the 
first three propositions, which he asked might be 
real; which was done, as follows: 

Resolved, That the assumption by the Gene- 
ral Government of the debts of the States con- 


' acted for local purposes—whether it shall be a 


direct assumption, Which would make ihe General 


| Government res; onsible for said debts, or indirect, 


by a disuibution of pubiic money among the Sia'es, 
to enable themto pay their debts, or a pleige of 
pablic lands for the said purpose, or otherwisc— 


| would be impo'itic and dangerous; unjust and une- 


qual among the membeis of the Union, and wholly 
unauthorized by t.e Jeter or spirit of the Constitu- 


B tion. 


Hehoped this would be referred to the select 
committee, and be printed; which was agreed to. 

The CHAIR submitted a communication from 
the Secretary of State,in relation to the repeal of 
certain sanitary regulations by the French Govern- 
ment; Which was ieferred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Also, acommunication from the Secretary of 
War, in relation to the purchase of an island at the 
confluence of the Mississippi and St. Peters rivers; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 


Affairs, 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill for the armed occupation and settlement 
of that part of Florida now overrun by hostile 
bands of Indians, being the special order of the 
day, was taken up, and 

Messrs. BENTON, TAPPAN, and PRESTON 
a‘dressed the Senate on the provisions of the bill, 
when it was informally passed over. 

The bill making appropropriations for the remo- 
val of the raft in Red river, was, on motion of Mr. 
KING, taken up, and afier some remarks by him, 
Was ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. 

The Senate then went into Executive business; 
after which it adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvrspay, January 7, 1840. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina rose and 
‘aid: This House, Mr. Speaker, has a high consti- 
lutional duty to perform. One of the States of this 

aion, the State of New Jersey, which is entitled 
' six Representatives on this floor, has but one, the 


{ 
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other five seats being, de facto, at this time vacant. 
Under these circumstances, it is our most solemn 
duty to deiermine who are entitled to these five 
seats. [tis usual for gentlemen contesting seats 
here to bring their claims before the House by pe- 
tition or memorial, showing the grounds on which 
such claims iest. But (said Mr. C.) we have waited 
from day to day, since the last decision of the House 
on this subject, without hearing from either of the 
parties who came here claiming to be Representa- 
tives from New Jersey; and it being the solemn 
duty of the House to come to some decision on the 
subject, he, as chairman of the Committee of 
Elections, had felt bound to bring the matter before 
them. Mr. C. therefore moved a suspension of the 
rules to enable him to offer the foliowing reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That all papers or other testimony in 
possession of, or within the conirol of this House, 
in relation to the late election in New Jersev for 
Representatives in the Twenty-sixth Congress of 

e United States, be referred to the Committee of 
Elections, with instructions to inquire and report 
who are entitled to occupy,as members of this 
House, the five contested seats from that Siate, 
and that the committee have power to send for per- 
sons and papers. 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be served 
on Joun B. Aycaica, Joun P. B. Maxwett, Wit- 
LI4M Hatstep, Cuartes C. Srratron, Tnomas 
Jones Yorke, Peter D. Vroom, Paitemon Dick- 
ERSUN, WivciiAM R. Cooper, Daniet B. Ryact, 
and Josepa Kite, all citizens ef New Jersey, 
claiming to be Representatives from that State in 
this Congress, and that the service be made upon 
each gentleman personally, or by leaving a copy at 
his usual residence. 

Mr. BELL said he had prepared some resolu- 
tions, which he wished to be read for the intorma- 
tion of the House, that would probably supersede 
those proposed by the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina. He understood that there were five gentle- 
men still in attendance here, who had been here 
from the commencement of the session, who 
claimed the right to sit and vete as members from 
the State of New Jersey. He was also informed 
that these gentlemen exercised the franking privi- 
lege, received their daily supply of stationery, and 
had marked seats in the hall with their names, as 
members of the House. Now, such gross irregu- 
larity as this was unparalleled in the practice of 
the House. These gentlemen had the right to be 
qua'ified and admitted, or to be informed that they 
could not be so; aud it was the duty of the House 
to decide at once either that they were or were not 
meimnbers. Mr. B. said that the resolution which 
he was about te offer was a question of privilege, 
and he hoped the Craik would s> decide it. 

Mr. B. then sent the following resolutions to the 
Cuair, which were read: 

Resolved, That Pu:ttemon Dickerson. Peter D. 
Vroom, Wittiam R. Cooper, Davin B. Ryatt, and 
Joseph Kittie, who are in attendance, claiming to 
be admitted to sit and vole in this House, as Re- 
presentatives from the State of New Jersey, are not 
and cannot be legally and constitutionally members 
of this body, until the regular reiurns, or certifi- 
cates of election, granted to five other duly quali- 
fied persons by the Governor and Council of said 
S.ate, in the exercise of the authority vested in 
them by the laws of said State, passed in con- 
formity with the Constiiution of the United States, 
shall have been set aside or adjudged void, upon 
due investigation had in the form and manner 
preseribed by the laws and usages of the House. 

Resolved, Toat the House having decided that 
Joun B. Aycricc, Wittiam Hatstep, Joun P. B. 
Maxwe ci, Cuartes C. Staarron, and Tuomas 
Jones Yorke, the persons having the regular and 
legal certificates of election, shall not be admitted 
to sit in this House and vote as other members, 
until it shall have established, by sufficient proof, 
that there was no fraud, mistake of the law, or 
other error, made or committed by the Governor 
and Council of New Jersey, in the returns or cer- 
lificates of election granted as aforesaid; and said 
decision being contrary to the usual practice of the 
House in such cases, the Speaker be directed to 
notify the Governor and Council of New Jersey of 
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the proceedings of the House in the premises, to 
the end that the people of the said State may be 
duly informed of the causes which have, for the 
present, deprived them of the services of five of the 
Representatives to which they are entitled by the 
laws and Constitution. 

Resolved, ‘That the returns, and all other papers 
or test mony in possession of the House relating to 
the five vacautseats in the New Jersey delegation, 
be, referred to the Commitiee of Elections; and 
that the said committee proceed to examine the re- 
turns, and all other testimony which may be sub- 
mitted to them, according to the rules.and orders 
of the House; and thatsail committee first decide 
and report to the House who are entitled to sit 
and vole as members by the returns. 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired whether these resolju- 
tions were in order. He offered one the other day, 
which was decided notto be in order, precisely 
similarin its terms to the first resolution of the 
gentieman from Tennessee. 

The SPEAKER said the resolutions of the geatie- 
man were only read for the information of the 
House. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL asked if he understood the 
gentieman from Tennessee correctly, a’ saying 
that Messrs. Dickerson, Vroom, Kittie, Cooper, 
and Ryatu claimed their seats without a reference 
to the Committee of Evections. 

Mr. BELL understoed that these gentlemen had 
marked their seats on the floor, were exercising the 
franking privilege, and received stationery from 
the Clerk, all of which privileges belonged only to 
members of the House. Mr. B. wanted to know 
whether they sull claimed the.r rights as members, 
or whether they abandoned them. If they had 
abandoned their rights, they were liable to serious 
penalties for exercising the privileges they did. 

Mr. RAMSEY said he should like to know 
whether this was a privileged motion or not; be- 
cause the other day when he offered a petition from 
the citizens of the Third Congressional District of 
Pennsylvania, claiming their right to be repre- 
sented here by the person they had elected, and 
asking an investigation in‘’o the frauds by which a 
person who was not lawfully a Represen‘ative 
[Mr. Nayior] had taken his seat here, it was de- 
cided that this petition could not be received with- 
outa suspension of the rules; and when the ques- 
tion was put on the motion to suspend them, the 
gentleman from ‘Tennessee, who now raises this 
qu*stion of privilege, voted against the suspension. 

Toe SPEAKER said that the motion of the 
gentieman from Tennessee was not, in bis opinion, 
one of privilege. Tae cnly question of privilege 
arising out of this case, which would supersede the 
motion of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
would be the coming forward of the five gentlemen 
named, and theie claiming to be sworn. Were 
they to come forward and claim to be sworn, the 
Speaker would consider it a question of organiza- 
tion, and would feel it to be his duty to decide it 
previous to enteitaining any other question. He 
could no!, as the gentleman fiom Tennessee int- 
mated, consider this as a privileged que-tion on the 
information of a gentleman rising in his place; but 
the members claiming their seats must of them- 
selves come forward and ask to be sworn, and then 
he would coasider it a question overriding ail 
others, and would decice upon itfat once. The mo- 
tion of the geatleman from Tennes‘ee, in his oni- 
nion, could not supersede that of the gentleman 
from South Carolina. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND appealed from the deci- 
sion of the Cuair. Assuming the position of the 
Cuair to be correct, he would ask by what autho- 
rity did the gentleman from Souih Carolina offer 
his resolution. If Mr. Dickenson and his asso- 
c ates did not come forward aniciaim to be sworn, 
what right had the gentleman from South Carolina 
to move to send their case to the Commitre of 
Elections. He understood the gentleman from 
N. York,[Mr. Vanperpor.,] to state that these gen- 
tlemen did not now claim the right to take theirsea's. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL asked leave to exp'ain 
what he did say. The members from New Jersey, 
Messrs. Dickerson and others, were disposed to 
submit to the expressed will of the House, in the 
decision made in the case of their opponents. They 
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regarded that decision as indicative of the determi- 
nation of the House to permit neither set of the 
contesting claimants to take their seats until an 
investigation by the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. CAMPBELL sad the gentleman from 
Louisiana asks by what authority I introduce this 
reso ution. 
New Jersey is entitled to six Representatives, and 
that she now has but one. The House has decided 
that one set of the claimants to the five vacant seats 
shali not be admitted; and since that decision they 
had waited trom day to day without receiving any 


petition of memorial on the subject from either of 


the conten ing parties. He thought, therefore, it 
was the duty of the House to ascertain aud decide 
who are entitled to take the vacant seats as mem- 
bers from New Jersey, and he al-o thought that 
the duty devolved on him, as chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Elections, to submit the resolution. 

Mr. GARLAND contended tat the House had 
nothing to do with the matter until these five gen- 
tlemen come forward and demand to be swern in 
as members. The House had decided that the 
other five should not be permittedto take their 
seats, and it had now nothing furtherto do but to 
inform the Executive of New Jersey that the five 
Seats ate vacant. 

Mr. POPE agreed with the gentleman from 
€outh Carolina, and thought that his motion was a 
privileged one. He had prepared a set of resolu- 
uuons himself, which he should have submitted this 
morning if he could have got an opportunity of 
doing +o; and, in submitt.ng it, he should have con- 
tended that it wasa privileged motion. Indeed, 
he viewed it asa question ot the hghest privilege, 
and he hoped the Speaker would decide it to be 
so, and by this mcans bring the matter directly be- 
fore the House. Mr. P. then submitted the reso- 
lution, which was read at his request for the ia- 
formation of the House. 

Mr. FLETCHER of Vt. said that the gentle- 
man had pred:cateda privileged quesion upon 
mere rumor, and that no question of fact was be- 
fore the House upon which to base sucha mo'ion; 
that the question could not ar.se, unless the claim- 
ants presented themseives to be qualified, which 
had net been done. 

Mr. BKIGGS supposed that the question before 
the House was the resoluuon of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, and he desired that it might 
be read. {ihe resovution was read accurding!y.] 
If the Cuaiz did not decide the resolution to be a 
privileged mution,as he conceived it to be one of the 
highest crder, he hoped it would be received with 
the unanimous consent of the House. 

The SPE KER said if no obsection was made, 
the rule would be considered ac suspended by gene- 
ral conscat, and the resolution as before the Iluuse. 

No ob ection being made, 

Mr. ADAMS said he had no obvection to the 
adoption of the resolution; but he would suggest to 
the Sreaten and the House that there appeared to 
him to be a preliminary reso'uticn which should 
first occupy the time of the Hoase. That it should 
be made the duty of the Speake? to inform the 
Governor of New Jersey thathis cozamission had 
be-n rejected by this House. It appeared to him 
that it was the first step that should be taken. 
Party principles and party interest, he said, had 
deprived a State of its representation; and it was 
due that the Executive Government of that sove- 
reiga State should be informed what had been 
done by this House, 2nd why it had created a va- 
cancy and had exc.uded five of its Represen- 
tatives. 

(Mr. Horrman here was, by general consent, per- 
mitied io make a report from the Comrzittee en the 
Rules, which was ordered to be printed, and made 
the order of the day for Thursday next. 

Mr. Banks presented some documents on the 


same subject, which were also ordered to be 
printed } 
Mr. FILLMORE desired to know of the chair- 


man of the commitice what evidence there was in 
possession of the House upon which the resolution 
was to operate. Tie lsd no recollection that any 
had been offered; and he did not understand that 
there was any mode by which evidence could be 
before the House but bv its being presented to it. 


—————— = 


It is known to all that the State of 
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He wished, also, to know of the chairman whether 
he proposed to iefer to the Committee of Elec- 
tions the whole case, or the simple ques- 
tion as to who were entitled to be received 
in the first instance as sitting members. He wished 
io know if the gentleman proposed to keep the seats 
from New Jersey vacant until a decision should 
be made as to who were duly e'ected, or until the 
commiitee should repoit who were enuitled to take 
the seats as s.tt ng members under the returns. 

Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the credentials 
ot the Governor had already been presented to tie 
House, and tie House had decided that the gentle- 
man prisentirng them should not take their seats. 
His expectations, therefore, were that the Commit- 
tee of Elections woald not only consider who were 
duly eleeted, bat who were entitled to the returns. 

Mr. FILLMORE said if that was the case, he 
wou'd venture to assert that the fire vacant seats 
of the members from New Jersey would remain 
vacant until the Ist of June next. He did not 
know whether the House had gone too far to re- 
cece; but he did hope that it was not yet beyond its 
power to correct the error into which it had fallen, 
and to decide that some persons must take seats as 
Representatives trom New Jersey. He would pre- 
fer that this resolution should be so worded as to 
authorize the committee to inquire who had the 
docemestary evivence cf membership; and after- 
wards they should inquire if there was any evi- 
dence impeaching it. It seemed tv him that this 
was but justice to New Jersey, who had too long 
been deprived of her full representation there, and 
that the House had rot advanced too far to deprive 
itself of the power to do this act of justice. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee said if gentlemen 
feltas he did with regard to the Siate of New Jer- 
sey being deprived cf her representation, they 
would be satisfied that this matter ought long ago 
to have been referred to the Committee of Elec- 
tions. He thought it was time the question was 
setiled, and therefore he moved the previous ques- 
tion, 

The CHAIR being about to put the question, 

A discuss‘on ensued involving the question 
whether the rules had been suspended by general 
consent, as suggested by Mr. Brices, the Cuair 
being uncer the impression that no objection was 
made when he stated that the rules would be con- 
sidered as suspenced unless objection were made, 
while Mr. GARLAND of Lou. Mr. ADAMs, 
and Mr. COST JOHNSON denied that they had 
consented—Mr. GAP.LAND siating that he had 
express'y objected; after which, 

The SPEAK =—R said that, although he had been 
uncer the impression that no objection was made 
to the sus;ension of the rules, anc had so stated 
the fact to the House, yet, upon the evidence of 
the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. Garcanp,] 
that he had objected, he would now put the que:- 
tion. “Szall the rules be snspended?”’ 

Mir. BOTTS tcse to ask the chairman of the 
committee tc accept a modification of his reso!u- 
tion; the substance of which was, that the commit- 
tee should first consider and decide on the returns of 
the Governor of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. CAMPBELL replied, that he would with 
pleasure accept the modificaion suggested by the 
gentleman fiom Virginia, but for the reason that 
the House bai already decided that aues‘ion. 

Mr. GRIFFIN having called for the yeas and 





Sy 
Tae question wes here taken, on the s:spen- 
sion of the rules, and carred—yeas 182, nays 23, as 
fc W wre 

EAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Judson Allen, John W. 
Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Simeon Hl. Anderson, Andrews, 
Atherton, Banks, Beirne, Biddle, Black, Blackwell, Bond, 
Botts, Boyd, Brewster, Briegs, Brockway, Aaron V. Brown, 
Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Bucer, William O. 
dutler, Calkoun, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, 
Carr, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Clark, Clifford, Coles, 
James Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Craig, Cranston, Crary, Crock- 
Cross, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Davee, Davies, Garret 
Davis, Dawson, Dillett, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Farl, Eastman, Ely, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, 
Fietcher, Floyd, Fornance, James Garland, Gentry, Goggin, 
Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Grifin, Habersham, Hall, 
Hammond, Hend, Wiliam 8. Tastings, John Hastings, 
Henry, John Hill of Virginia, John Hill of North Carolina, 
Hillen, Hoffman, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, 
Hunt, Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W, Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kempshal!, Lawrence, 
Leadbetter, Beet, Leenard, Lewis, Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, 


ett, 


pa a an i 


te 


Sree 
McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Mare 





— 


han 
Medill, Montanya, Montgomery, Morgan, Samuel we 


ris, Calvary Moiris, Naylor, Newhard, Nisbet, 0 
Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Peck, Pickens p 

Prentiss, Ramsey, Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Reyno\! Pp 
way, Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels. x,. Rig 
Shaw, Shepard, Slade, Albert Smith, Jolin Smith. 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod. Sroy, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taliaferro, Taytor a 
Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Waddy Thompson, 5." 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett. Trumbujj, 7" 


le, Osborp, 


Tea 
Trim, 
IZ, Sty 


Vanperpoel, David D. Wagener, Peter J. Wagner; yurney 
Watierson, Weller, Edward D. White, John Wij. we 


Javed W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Williams, Wise, and Worthington—1&2. 
NAYS—Messrs. Barnard, Bell, Anson Brown, Ching, 
tenden, Mark A. Cooper, John W. Davis, Rice Gar = 
Gates, Giddings, Green, James, Charles Johnson, Wj ne 
Cost Johnson, Palen, Proffit, Rayner, Russell, Stanly. <.." 
Underwood, Thomas W. Williams, and Lewis Witjign. 2 


The question then coming up cn the resolution 4 
Mr. Camps ¢Lu, © 

Mr BELL moved to amend it by striking oye» 
after the word “resoived,” and inserting his rey, 
lutions as a substitute. 

Mr. RIVES rose for the purpose of objecting, 
any amendmen's tothe resolution. He vo ed 4, 
the suspension of the rules, for the purpose of yo)\in. 
on the resolution of the gentleman from & oy); 
Carolina, and not for the purpose of Voling “ 
amendmen's. 

Mr. RANDOLPH here cffered the follow), 
amendment to the amendment of Mr. Bett, i 
come in after the words “ the Governor and Coyp. 
cilof New Jersey;” and Mr. Bete accepted jt; 
a modification of his motion: 

“That the commissions issued by him, accoriire 
to the laws of said State, to Joun B. Aycrice, Jeyy 
P. B. Maxweczt, Witviam Ha step, Crariys? 
Srratton,and Tuomas Jones YorkKE, have not been 
deemed sufficient by the House to authorize them 
holding the same to be sworn in as mein bers of this 
House.” 

Mr. BELL then addressed the Frouse at length jp 
support of his resolutions, going into the general 
meri‘s of the whol question with regard to the 
New Jersey election. 

Mr. DUNCAN followed in reply, in the course 
of which he broaght out much valuable testimony 
in elucidation of the subject; bu’, betore conclu 
ing, Mr. D. yielded the floor to 

Mr. VANDERPO!L, who moved that ihe 
House adjourn; but withdrew his motion at the re- 
quest of 

Mr. JONES of Va. who moved to refer the re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury on the 
finances, which was lying on the table, to ihe Com. 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. WISE said, with the understanding that ths 
reference was notto interfere with the reference o/ 
the President’s message, he had no objection. 

The SPEAKER said, that the reference could 
only be done by the general consent of the House. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON objected. 

Mr. JONES then moved a suspension of the 
rules to enable him to make the reference; and 
upon that question the yeas and nays having bec 
called fer, 

Mr. JOHNSON withdrew his objection, and the 
ques'ion of reference was putand carried. 

Mr. JONES moved an adjournment; which mo- 
tion was lost. 

Mr. WISE moved to take up the bill making 
appropriations in part for the support of Govert- 
ment, which had been returned from the Senale 
with several amendments; which motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS said that the amendments of the 
Senate to the bi!l made it necessary to go into Com- 
mitiee of the Whole on the state of the Union . 
consider said amendments, and according'y mec 
that motion; which was agreed to. 

The House then went into committee on sas 
bill, Mr. Banxs in the chair. 


Mr. EVANS explained that the amendment 
the Senate did not involve any additional appl 
priation—it only specified that $50,000 of the sum 
appropriated was for lithegraphy and printing ex 
cuted for the last Congress. 

Mr. WISE asked 1: the amendment of the Se 
nate appropriating $50,000 was for arrearages or 
for money alicady expended; becauie if it weic 
prospective, he should vote against it. 

Mr. EVANS said it was for money expended 
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hy ard print'ng ordered at the last session 


jihoerap ss, which the contingent fund wa’ insuf- 


T.e amendments having been agreed to, the 
mittee then rose and reported the bill to the 


Hose; and 


Tae House then coneurred in the amendments of | 
the Senate 


Mr EVANS said before this bill could be finally 
seed intoa law it was necessary to appoint the 
psual joint Committee on Enrolled Bills, and with 


| that view he m« vel to take up the jomt resolution 


of the Senate for the appointment of said com- 
pitiee; whch motion was agreed to, and the re- 
golation was concurred in. 

Mr. CRUC “TT gave notice that on to-morrow 
‘he would ask leave to introduce a bill to amend the 
actentitled “an actto authorize the State of Tennes- 
eto issue gran sand to perfect titles to lands therein 
described, and t» settle the claims to vacant and 


ynappropriated lands within the same.” 


On motion of Mr. DUNCAN, 

Tue House then adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Wepnespar, January 8, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a communication from 
the secretary of War, transmitting a statement 
showing the contingent expenses of the military 
establishment during toe year 1839; which was 


| jaid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
_ A’so, a comnunicaton from the Secretary of | 
| War, ia reply to the resolution of the Senate of the 


Tih December, in relation to permit ing ce! tain 


| officers of the army to retire upon half pay; which 
" was laid on the tabie, and ordered to be prin‘ed. 


Also, a communication from the Postmaster 
General, showing the contingent expenses of that 


» Department fur the year 1839; which was referred 


t» tte Committee on the Pust Office and Post Roads, 


"and ordeve.! to be printed. 


The CHAIR presented a memorial from Samuel 
Norris, prating that his rightto certain lands may 
not be invalidated by the treaty with the Caddo In- 


'dians; which, on moion by Mr. MOUTON, 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
' Claims 


The CHAIR presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislative Council of the Ter: it ry of Iowa, praying 


a ‘ovation of land for the purposes of education; 
_ which was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, and ord red to be printed. 


Also. a memorial from the same body, praying 
the establishment of certain post rontes; which was 
elerred to the Commit ee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

A'so, a memorial of the same body, praying a 
settlement of the contested boundary line between 
‘aid Territory and the State of Missour ; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed 

Mr. NORVELL presented a petition of Joshua 


Howard, of the county of Wayne, State of Michi- | 


gan, praying for the passage of an act confirming 
lohim his claim to a tract of land south of the 
nver Rouge, in that Stat?; which was referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. WRIGHT presente1 the memorial of a 
number of citizens of Milwaukie, Wisconsin, pray- 
ing an appropria ion for the construction of a har- 
borat that p'ac ; which was referred to the Com- 
mitteeon Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, it was ordered 
that he petition of William Dickinson, on the files 


of the Senats, Le referred to the Committee on In- | 


dan Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. WALKER, it was ordered 
“at the memorial of Joseph Roby, on the files of 
the Senate, be ye erred to the Committee on the Pub- 
uc Lands; and that the memorial of Joseph Rad- 
cif, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the petition 
fZidock Smith, praying remuneration for ex:ra 
York done by him on the Cumberlard Road; 
mn wes r- fer.ed to the Committee on Roads and 

anals, 

_Mrt. WHITE of Indiana presented the memo- 
nal of the inhabitants of the county of Milwaukie, 
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of the titles of Francis Laventmie ard others to 
ceriain lands in said Territory ; which was referred 
to the Commi'tee on Private Land Claitns. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, it was ordered that 
the petition of Noah Miller, on file, be referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. RUGGLES, it was ordered 
that the memorials of Willam A. Whitehead; the 
petition of Thomas Jefferson Smith; the petition of 
a number of citizens of New York; and other pa- 
persin relation to the establishment of a port of 
en'ry at Indian Key, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the petiiion of W. W. 
Moulton and two hundred and seventy-three other 
ci‘izens of Ohio, praying for a reduction of the post- 
age on letters, so that none should exceed ten 
cents; which was referre} to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. LINN submitted additional decuments in 
the case of Albin Mitchell in behalf of the heirs of 
Madam De Lusser; which were referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, the petition of the 
heirs of James Simpson, praying confirmation of 
title to a tract of land, was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committve on the Juti- 
ciary, to which had been referred a petition of the 
owners of the ship Alleghany, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration, and that it 
be referred to the Committee on C'aims; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the petiticn of the hei's of Francis 
Newman, reported a bill for their relief; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to which 
had been refi rred 

A bill respectirg the heirs of Agnes Dundas; 

A bi'l for the relief of the assigaees of Louis Ba- 
ron De Ferrier; and 

A bli to amend the act entitled, “An act to 
amend the several acts respecting copyright; 

Reported the same without amendment. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee on 
the Public Lands, to which had been referred a bill 
to confirm to the State of Indiana the land selected 
by her for that portion of the Wabash and Erie 
Canal, which lies between the mouth of the Tippe- 
canoe river and Terre Haut, and for other pur- 
pores, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which had heen referred a bill to 
amend “an act to prohibit the importation of slives 


inte any port or place within the jursdiction of || 
the United States, from and afier the first day of || 


January, in the year of our Lord one thou and 
eight hundred and eight, approved the second day 
of March, 
amendment. 


Mr. ROBINSON, fiom the Committee on the 


Post Office and Post Roads, to whch had been re- 
ferred 


of Nantucke!; and 

A bill for the relief of J. M. St-ader; 

Reported the same without amendm: nt. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which had been re- 


ferred a bill for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh and | 


Company, reported the same without amendment. 


Mr. YOUNG, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce the foliowing bills: 

A bill for ‘he relief of Samue! Fe-guson; 

A bi'l for the re'ief of John Richey; 

A biil for the relief of Jacob Ha:ks; 

A bill for the re ief of David McNair; 

A bill for the re'ief of James H. Ralston; 

A bill for the relief of Alfrel Westfal’; 


Territory of Wisconsin, praying the confirmation || 


TENDEN, 
1807,” reported the same without || 


A bill for the relief of the Steamboat Company 1 


which were severaily read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 


A bil for the re'ief of Denn’s Quinlivan; 
A bill for the relief of Charles A. Do‘d; 
A bill for the relief of John L. Scott; and 


A bill for the relef of Willam Bennett; | 


The resolutions submitted yesterday hy Messrs 


be 














Younc and Norve ct were severally considered and 
agreed to: 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, by unanimous consent, was considered 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire iato the expediency of es'a- 
blishing a port of entry at Missississippi city, in the 
State of Mississip} l. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted the following motions 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Comm t'ee on the Public Lands 
be instrue ed to inquire into ‘he expediency of autho- 
rizing and requiring the Regis'ers and Receivers of 
the United States land offices, in their oilices, and 
within their districts, respectively to administer 
oaths in a'l cases where, by !aw, or the rules of the 
Treasury or Land Office Department, effidavits or 
caths arer:quired to be made previous to the pur- 
chase or entry of any tract of land, without any 
fee or extra compensation for such service. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing ports of entry and delivery, or ports of de- 
livery, at the cities of Chicago, Alton, and Cairo, 
in the State of Hlinois. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the exped ency of esta- 
blishing a hospital for the accommodation of sick 
and disabled boatmen and indigent passengers, na- 
vigaiing the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, at the 
city of Cairo, in the State of Hlinois. 

Resotved, That the Commitiee on Commerce be 
instrneted to inquire into the expediency of making 
specific appropriations for the improvement of the 
Rock river and Des Moines rapids of the Missis- 
Sippi river, so as to make said river navigable for 
steamboats at all seasons of the year when the na- 
vigation is not cbstructed by ice. 

Mr. SMITH ef Indiana submitted the follow- 
ing motion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce bf 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of estan 
blishing a marine hospital for the accommodation 
of sick and disabled boatmen and passengers on 
the Ohio river, at Evansville, in the State of In- 
diana; and that the papers and documents relating 
to the same, submitted to the Senate at the last ses- 


| sion, together wnh all cther papers relative to the 


establishment of marine hospitals on the Weste:n 
waters, be referred to said committee. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill making appropriations for the removal 
of the raft in Red river, came up on its turd reat 
ing;and, alter some remarks from Messrs. CRIT- 
SEVIER. PIERCB, MOUTON, 
KING, and DAVIS, was read a tiitd time, and 

assed. 

The till for the armed occupation and setile- 
ment of thatpart of Florida overrun by hestle 
bands of Indians was taken up, and 

Mr. CLAY of A'atama ardressed the Senate at 
length in reply to the remarks of Mr. Presron, 
and in favor of the bill. 

The bi!l was then ordered to be envrossed for a 
third reading. 

The bill for the relicfof Walter Loomis and 
Abe! Gay, after sume remarks by Mr. HUB- 
BARD; 

The bill for the relief of V7. N. Rebertson, 
Samuel H. Garrow, and S. W. Simcaton; and 

The bill for the relief of VW. A. Whitehead, late 
collecter of the port of Key Vest, in Ficrida, after 
some remarks in their favor by Mr. WRIGHT; 

The bill for the reliefof Benjamin Murphy; and 


The bill forthe relief of Richard T. Banks, 
affer some remarks in their favor by Mr. WHITE 
of Tennss:ee; and 

The j int resolation authorizing the President to 
cause certain surveys to be made; 
were severally crdered to be engrcssed for a 
third reading. 

The bill to remit such dut'es, and to cancel such 
bonds, ashave been required of perscon> engaged 
in the whale fishe y, and <0 res'rain a.. fature ex- 
act ons of dut es of sach vessels and the'r cargoes, 
was taken up, and, afer some remarks from 
Messrs. DAVIS and WRIGHT, was informally 

assed over 
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The Senate then went inte Executive business; 
after which it 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, January 8, 1840. 

Mr. BRIGGS said it was stated on the journal 
of yesterday, that after the suspension of the rules, 
on the motion of the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina to introduce his resolutions referring the tes- 
timony relative to the New Jersey contest to the 
Committee of Elections, he subsequently moved to 
modify the same, to which the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Rives] is made to object. It is a 
mistake of the CierK« in making up the journal. 
Certainly every gentleman has the right to medify 
his ownresolation. Mr. B. moved to strike out 
that part of the journal. 

Mr. RIVES said he found he was misunder- 
stood in making the objection, and hoped he would 
be excused by the House in making an explana- 
tion. He was of the opinion that the gentleman 
from South Carolina had not the right to amend his 
resolution in any one respect whatever. He is re- 
ported as having objected to the amendment ol the 
genileman from Tennessee. It was not the fact. 
He objected to the modification of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, because the rules had been 
suspended fora particular resolution. Mr. R. 
moved to amend the amendment of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, as follows: 

“After the suspension of the rule, Mr. Camppecy 
proposed to modify his resolution so as to enlarge 
the powers of the committee. To this motion Mr. 
Rives objected as being out of order, the rules 
having been suspended for a particular object, em- 
braced in the words of the resolution. Action had 
taken place relative to the resolution as soon as the 
Speaxer declared the rules suspended for its recep- 
tion; and that it could not then be altered, except 
by general consent, or by vote of the House; for 
the mover of the resolution had no more control 
over it, at that particular stage of the proceeding, 
than any other member who had voted with a view 
to its adoption.” 

The CHAIR stated that the question on the 
amendment to the amendment would be frst 
taken. 

Mr. BRIGGS said he had made the suggestion 
to amend the journal because he thought it did not 
state ihe facts; and that the motion to spread on the 
journal the declaration of members was irregular 
and unusual. He was understood to be opposed 
to the amendment. 

The CHAIR again stated the question. 

Mr. RIVES said he had refrained from taking 
up any of the time of the House, and did not wish 
to do so now; he merely wanted te place himself 
right on that subject, and had presented the amend- 
ment for that purpose. To save time and discus- 
sion, however, he would withdraw his amendment, 
and consent to that of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Baiaas’s 
amendment, and carried. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania submitted a 
resolutton, which was read as follows, for the in- 
formation of the House: 

Reso'ved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
rected to communicate to this House the late ar- 
rangement made for the transportation of the mail 
between Philadelphia and Washington city; over 
what route the same is carried; whether the dis- 
tance by said route is greater or less than under the 
former arrangement; whether the time required for 
its transportation, between the said places, has 
been increased or diminished by the change; whe- 
ther the communication between New York and 
Boston, and the South and Southwest, has been 
facilitated or retarded thereby, and whether the 
price paid for the transportation of the same has 
been increased or diminished, and what is the 
amount of the difference. 

And whereas it is alleged, to the great discredit 
of the Government, that the Eastern mail has been 
clandestinely and fraudulently transmitted by the 
agents of the Post Office Department, from Phila- 
delphia to Baltimore, by the cars of the Philadel- 
phia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad Compa- 
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ny, notwithstanding the Postmaster General has 
discontinued his contract with the said company 
for carrying the said mail: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be re- 
quired to communicate to this House whether it is 
true, asalleged, that such fraud has been commit- 
ted upon the said company by any officer or agent, 
person or persons, connected with, or in the em- 
ployment of, the Post Office Department; and if so, 
whether such officer or agent, person or persons, 
have been removed or discharged; and that a full 
statement of the facts relating to the transaction be 
communicated to this House. 

Objection being made to the reception of the 
resolution at this time, 

Mr. C. moved to suspend the rules to enable 
him to offer it; but before the question was pat, 

Mr. DUNCAN asked if the resolution was in 
order, or could be moved, when another member 
was entitled to the floor, upon another subject. 

The CHAIR understvod the gentleman to have 
yielded the floor for the purpose; to which 

Mr. DUNCAN, however, dissented and claimed 
the floer. 

The resolations of Mr. Campsett of South 
Carolina, to refer all the testimony in relation to 
the New Jersey disputants to the Committee of 
Elections, and Mr. Be v’s substitute for said reso- 
lutions, declaring that the Democratic claimants 
have not the right to be sworn, &c. being the ques- 
tion before the House, 

Mr. DUNCAN, who was entitled to the floor 
upon said question, concluded his very able speech 
in review of the whole subject. He adduced many 
facts, including statements of the polls, aud the 
message of the Governor of New Jersey, in proof 
of the fraud which had been commit'ed to deprive 
the people of that State of their legitimate represen- 
tation, and in justification of the course the House 
of Representatives had pursued in setting aside the 
claimants who hold the certificates. [His remarks 
will be published at length hereafier.] 

Mr. BOTTS having obtained the floor, at the 
solicitation of several members, moved that the 
House adjourn; but withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. JOHNSON of Tennessee, to enable him to 
make a motion to refer so much of the report of 
the Secretary of War as relates to Military Affairs 
to the committee on that subject; and subsequently 
to Mr. Serceant, to make a motion to refer cer- 
tain Senate bills, on the SpeaKker’s table, to appro- 
priate committees; but both motions having elicited 
debate, and objection having been made to said 
references, before the same was disposed of, 

Mr. BOTTS renewed his motion for adjourn- 
ment; which was put, and carried, and 

The House adjourned tll to-morrow, 12 o’clock. 

IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, January 9, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a message from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, communicating addi- 
tional information in relation to the disputed boun- 
dary line between the State of Missouri and Terri- 
tory of lowa; which, on motion by Mr. LINN, with 
all the other papers on the subject, was referred to 
the Commiitee on the Judiciary. 

Also, a message from the President of the 
United Siates, showing the operations of the Topo- 
graphical Bureau, during the year 1839; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a message from the President of the United 
States, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 30th ult. calling for information in 
relation to the recent suspension of the banks; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of Samuel 
J. Smith for a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the petition of 
John P. Converse and Henry J. Rees was taken 
from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. PHELPS presented the petition of Samuel 
Dean; which was referredto the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial of Samuel 
Raub, jr. in relation to his safety valve for steamboat 
boilers; which, with a former petition on the same 


subject, and the certificates of a number of 
tains of steamboats, was referred to the Comme 
on Commerce. ilee 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented two 
tions—one from a number of the citizens oj 
city and county of Philadelphia, and the o 
from citizens of Bridgeport, Connecticut, 4\) 
whom are engaged in the coach-lace making oe 
ness. They say that the duty on worsted pr 
lace is sufficient to enable them to manufacture ; 
cheaper than it can be imported; bat that s:]k lene 
by a recent judicial decision, is permitted to be iq, 
ported duty free, contrary, as they say, to the Spirit 
of the law. They therefore pray a modification oj 
the law. The petitions were referred to the Com. 
mittee on Manufactures. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a petition from ty 
vestry of St. Philip’s Church of the city of Charles. 
ton, praying a remission of duty on an organ, im. 
ported for the use of said church; which was refer. 
red to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of , 
number of American citizens residing in Malage 
in the Kingdom of Spain, representing that Ame), 
can citizens are not permitted the rite of sepultyr 
in the places for burial there, but are compelled 
be carried to the shore of the Mediterraneay 
where they are suffered to remain. They pray that 
Congress may make an appropriation which yjl 
enable them to procure a place of burial for their 
dead. The memorial was referred to the Comp; 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from Joby 
S. Roulett; which was referred to the Committee op 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from ihe 

resident and directors of the Patriotic Bank of 
Washington, praying for a renewal of their char. 
ter; which was referred to the Committee on the 
District. 

Mr. M. also presented the petition of Mary 
Prettyman, widow of Thomas G. Preityma; 
which was referred to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of William Hebb, the keeper 
of the naval magazine in the city of Washington, 
asking an increase of compensation; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the several memo 
rials now on the fi'es of the Senate, praying for the 
establishment of a light-house at the mouth of Li+ 
tle Ege harbor, wece referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. RUGGLES, the petition and 
papers on file in the case of Joseph Veazey, were 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WHITE of Indiana presented a memorial 
of citizens of Kosciusko county, Illinois, praying 
for the establishment of a mail route therein desig- 
nated; which was referred tc the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of the 
superior of the religious order of the Ladies of the 
Sacred Heart, acharitable institution for the edu- 
cation of indigent children in St. Louis, praying 
for the remission of duties on certain presents im- 
ported from France; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the memorial of 
James Thompson, agent of the British and Foreiga 
Bible Society, and 

The memorial of William Strickland and others, 
asked to be discharged from their further conside- 
ration, and that they be luid on the table; whch 
was agreed to. 

Mr. W. also, from the same commitiee, to which 
had been referred the message of the President rela 
tive to the transfer of appropriations in the War De- 
partment, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that it be printed; which was 
agreed to. . 

Mr.W. also, from the same committee, to which 
had been referred the bil! supplementary to the ac' 
entitled, “‘An act to establish branches of the Mint 
of the United States, approved March 3, 1835, 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the memorial of cer 
tain manufacturers of wool, asked to be d 
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from its further consideration, and that it lie on the 
Z able; which was agreed to. ; 

. H. also from the same committee, to which 
Shad been referred the message of the President in 
. a tion to the transfer of appropriations in the 
a seselt asked to be discharged from its further 
pa sderation, and that it be printed; which was 
E agreed WHITE of Indiana, in pursuance of notice, 
E asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill for the 
“relief of Peter Warner ; which was read twice, and 
: onal to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Oe ur. DAVIS, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
> obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
"the legal representatives ot Henry J. Pickering ; 
“which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
"ee on Finance. ; 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referred the petiticn of 
Samuel H. Thompson, asked to be discharged from 

“the further consideration thereof, and that it be laid 
“on the table; which was agreed to, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval 

Affairs, to which had been referred the memorial of 

Andrew Armstrong, made an adverse report there- 
on; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALL submitted the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 

_be instructed to inquire into the expediency of abo- 
ishing imprisonment in all cases under and by 
| yirtue of mesne process issuing out of the courts 
‘of the United States. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
» an appropriation for the removal of the obstructions 
in the navigation of the Sound, or Kill, Van Kull, 
andin the Raritan or Prince’s Bay, between the 
port of Perth Amboy, in the State of New Jersey, 
and port of New York, in the State of New York, 
mentioned in the report of Captains Lawrence 
' Kearney, John D. Sloat, and M. C. Perry, to the 
Secretary of the Navy, dated December 9, 1837. 
Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instruct- 
ed to report to the Senate whether Rock Island, in 
the county of Rock Island and State of [Ilinois, bas 


been abandoned as a military post by the troops of | 


the United States, and whether the further reser- 
vation of the same is necessary for the defence of 
the Western frontier. 

The various resolutions submitted yesterday by 
Messrs. Youne and Smitx of Indiana, were seve- 
rally considered and agreed to. 

The resolution submitted by the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the petition 
of William Easby, adverse to that petition, was 
considered and agreed to. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The following bills were taken up on their third 
teading, read a third time, and finally passed, viz: 

The bill for the relief of Walter Loomis and 
Abel Gay. 

The bill for the relief of W. N. Robertson, 
Samuel H. Garrow, and S. W. Simonton. 

The bill for the relief of W. A. Whitehead, late 
collector of the port of Key West, in Florida. 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Murphy. 

The bill for the relief of Richard T. Banks. 

The joint resolution authorizing the President to 
cause certain surveys to be made. 

The bill for the armed cccupation and settlement 
of that part of Florida now overrun by hostile 
bands of marauding Indians, was taken up on its 
third reading, and Messrs. CRITTENDEN, 
PIERCE, and PRESTCN addressed the Senate at 
length on the subject. 

Mr. STRANGE intimating his intention to speak 
on the bi!l, on motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, January 9, 1840. 

The bill from the Senate for the relief of John 

- Jacobs was twice read; and, on the motion of 
a CURTIS, referred to the Committee of Com- 

ree, 

Also, Senate bill making appropriation to com- 
plete the removal of raft of Red River, and for 
her purposes, was twice read, 
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= | Mr. CURTIS moved that] it be referred to the 


Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. R.GARLAND moved to refer it to the 
Commitiee on Commerce. 

Mr McKAY move! torefer it to the Committee 
of WAYS and Means; and 

After some discussion as to the appropriate com- 
mittee to which the same should be referred, in 
which Messrs. CURTIS, VANDERPOOL, 
McKAY, CROSS, BIDDLE, GARLAND of Lou- 
isiana, POPE, EVERETT, and MITCHELL 
partook, 

Mr. PECK moved that the bill do lie on the ta- 
ble; upon which motion 

Mr. R. GARLAND demaniied the yeas and 
nays, which were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion, by 
count, that the same do lie on the table, and de- 
cided in the negative—ayes 54, nays 77. 

After some furtherremarks by Messrs. EVANS, 
SERGEANT, and R. GARLAND, 

Mr. SERGEANT moved to postpone the subject 
until to-morrow ; which was agreed to. 

Mr. LAWRENCE obtained the general consent 
of the House to present the memorial of R. B. 
Forbes and others, American citizens, and mer- 
chants in Canton, China, for a naval force to pro- 
tect their persons and the property of themselves 
and their countrymen ; and also to send an agent, 
who shall be authorized to make a commercial 
treaty with that empire; which memorial, on nm- 
tion of Mr. L. was referred to the Commitiee on 
Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printe!. 

Mr. HOFFMAN having called for the special! 
order of the day, which was the amendment to the 
rules reported by the committee on that subject, 

Mr. CAVE JOLINSON moved that said special 
order be postponed until Tuesday next, and that 
the rules of the last Congress be further adopted for 
the government of the House until Thurs lay next ; 
which motion was agreed to. 

The CHAIR announced that the subject ma'ter 
befure the House was the resolution of Mr. Camp- 
BELL of South Carolina, proposing to refer all the 
documents and testimony in relation to the New 
Jersey disputed election to the committee on that 
subject; and Mr. Beu’s substitute therefor, declar- 
ing that the gentlemen without ceriificates should 
not be qualified. 

Mr. BOLTS, who was entitled to the floor, said 
if he were to consu't his inclination instead of what 
he believed to be his duty, he would continue, as 
heretofore he had been, a silent member; but be- 
lieving, in the sincerity of his heart, that the 
decision made here was fraught with more mo- 
mentous and important conseqnences than any one 
presented to an American Congress since the 
adoption of the Constitution, he should feel faiih- 
less to the high trust imposed in him if he per- 
mitted the present occasion to pass without 
expressing his unqualified and unmitigated disap- 
probation of the course pursued by the majo- 
tity of the House. He did not belong to that 
class of politicians denominated the State Rights 
party, according to the modern definition 
of that term; fer he believed that the ge- 
neral understanding of the definition by the 
world was, that they profess every thing and 
practise nothing; nor was he one of those who at- 
tached much imporiance toa name. It would af- 
ford him very little sat'sfaction, when he and his 
children were deprived of their liberties, to be told 
that they were taken from them by the friends of 
the human race. For three weeks of this session, 
he had sat in the House a silent member, but con- 
fessed that he was a pained and mortified specta‘or 
of the scenes around him—scenes that he had been 
but little accustomed to elsewhere. It was but a 
few years ago that the first actof expunging took 
place in any legislative body of this country; it 
was an act, the only object of which was to render 
homage to a lawless and vindictive tyrant—the 
only effect cf which was to produce heartfelt and 
sincere disgust in the bosom of every honest pa- 
triot. It was his misfortune to have been the spec- 
tator of the second scene of expunging. The 
first wes all a farce, but the second might 
be called a tragedy—and might well be 
called the last days of the Republic, He 
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had seen the State of New Jersey expunged, 
not by the miserable and farcical process of draw- 
ing black lines, but had seen her representatives 
driven from this floor; and for what purpose—for 
the purpose of affecting party triumph. He said 
ithad pleased the people of the United States to 
elect representatives to this House im oppesiticn to 
the party in power; but that party, in order to ef- 
fect their objects in the election of Speaker, found 
it necessary toexpunge five of the representatives 
of New Jersey from that floor, and he questioned 
very much, if it had not been for the evisting state 
of parties which divided the body, whether these 
gentlemen would have been deprived of their seats. 

Mr. B. then entered at Jarge into the whole 
merits of the case, contending that the certificates 
of the Governor of New Jersey, as prima facie 
evidence of the election, entitled those holding them 
totake their seats. He denied that a particle of 
testimony had been offered to impeach those certi- 
ficates; for he would not admit the certificate of 
the Secretary of State to be evidence, or that that 
officer hada right to aflix the seal of the State to it. 
Mr. B. referred to various precedents to show 
that the person having the returns in all legis'ative 
bodies, always takes the seat in the first instance, 
and in the course of his remarks, referred to a 
speech of Mr. Smiru of Maine, in the Legislature 
of that State, which he said was in opposition to 
the course now pursued by thatgentleman. At the 
opening of the session of the Legislature of Maine, 
to which Mr. B. referred, a motion, he said was 
made by Mr. ALreat Smiru, now a member of this 
House, to admit Mr. Andrew Roberts to his seat, on 
the greund that he held the certificate of the return- 
ing officer, though Mr. Roberts didnot not receive 
a majority of the votes, 

Mr. SMITH asked leaveto explain. Mr. Ro- 
berts, he said, did receive a majority of the votes 
of the people of the town of Kennebunk. There 
never was any question raised to the contrary. 
The only question was, whether the vo'ers of the 
town of Kennebunk had, under the laws of the 
State, a right to adjourn the polls from day to day. 
It wasadmitted on all hands that Mr. Roberts had 
an undisputed majority. The gentleman, Mr. 8. 
said, don’t catch me going agains! majorities. 

Mr. BOTTS continued, and read various ex- 
tracts from the speech of Mr. Smita referred to. 
Mr. B. then referred to the precedents of this 
House, which, he said, all bore h'm out in the 
ground he had taken; and in the Legisla‘uies of 
the different States, he said, it was invariably the 
practice to give the sea's to the persoas holding 
the certificates of the returning officer. In eluci- 
dation of this part of his argument, Mr. B. referred 
to a case of contested election in the Virginia Le- 
gislature, in which Messrs. Berkley and Davis both 
cila'med to be elected to represent the county of 
Hanover. This case, Mr. B. said, was misunder- 
stood, and erroneously stated the other day by his 
colleague, (Mr. Dromcoo.g,] and he then proceeded 
to state the case according to his undeistanding of 
it, which was, that the seat was awarded to the 
gentleman who held the certificate of the sherff. 
Mr. B. appealed to his colleague, (Mr. Banxs,} 
who had presided with so much ability for twenty 
years in the Virginia Legislature, if, in cases of 
contested election, thee ever was an instance 
in which the seat wes not given, in the first in- 
stanre, to the person who had the prima facie 
evidence 

Mr. BANKS said, that as he had been appealed 
to, he would sta'e what had usually been the prac- 
tice in the House of Delegates of the Siaie of Vir- 
ginia. He knew that the usual practice had bren 
that the certificate of the sheriff should be received 
as prima facie evidence of election; and the party 
holding it qualified, when there was no illegality 
in conducting the polls, in which case it was sent 
back. He thought, however, his colleague was 
mistaken in his statement of the case from the 
county of Hanover. He held in his hand a state- 
ment of the facts in this case, made by the Clerk of 
the House of Delega es, from which it appeared 
that Mr. Berkiey came into the Hoase of Dele- 
gates, and claimed and took his seat asa delegate 
from the county of Hanover. Mr. Davis, his 
Opponent, also came into the House and took 
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his seat, both members having A A EOS BAD before the 
Executive, as the members of the Virginia Lezis- 
lature are ‘quali fied-vy that officer, aud not, as here, 
by the Speaker. In th’s state of the case, and with. 
oul any petition er memorial whatever fiom any 
quarter on the subject, a vesolution was intro luced 
by Mr. Winston to refer the wh le matter to the 
Committee of Privileges and Elections. Mr. B. 
here read the following exiract from the statement 
in bis hand: **On the second day of the ses-ion, a 
motion was wade by Mr. Wirston to adopt the fol- 
lowing resolution: Resolved, That the Commitee 
ot Privileges and Kiections be instrocted to report 
upon the coniested election from the county of 
Hanover as soon as posible; and in the mean 
lune, that the two members thus contesting tLeir 
elections fiom said county, be not entitled to their 
seats io this House. 

“It is here proper to state [the Clerlx adds] that 
no peilion had been presented by any person pre- 
viously to rai e the question.” 

Mr. B. said it was afier the committee had re- 
ported that Mr. Berkley was admitted to his seat, 
and that he held it for the remainder of the ses- 
sion. 

Mr. BOTTS asked which of the two had the re- 
turns. 

Mr. BANKS replied that one he'd the certificate 
of the sheriff, the other that of the deputy sheriff. 

Mr. BOLTS said it was because the pol!s were held 
by both those officers; in the first part of the day by 
the sheriff, and in the latier part by the deputy, that 
the difficulty occurred in the House of Delegates, 
and caused them to take the course they cil. He 
would ask his colleague, however, if he himseif 
had not, in private conversation, expressed to him 
the opinion that the certificates of the Governor of 
New Jeisey were sufficient tu enable the geatiemen 
holding them to take their seats. He was surprised, 
he said, afer bearing these admiss.o.s from his 
colleague, to see him, time alter tme, passing 
throvgh the tellers and voting to exclude these gen- 
tlemea. 

Mr. BANKS here asked leave to explain, which 
being granted, 

Mr. B. said at he did not mean to discuss 
this question, believing the whole discussion tu be 
premature, his object had been, and was sull, to 
refer the who'e matter to the Committee of E'ec- 
tons, who would embody all the evidence and facts 
in a report, and the House coud then, and not be- 
fore, decide who were the jegaland econsitutional 
representatives from the State of New Jersey 
Mr. B. admitted ihathe had said bere andelsewhere 
that the ce tificate of return was prima facie evi- 
denes, but not conclasive of right ; but in this case, 
which stands without an exact paralle', ten geartle- 
men claim seats, when only five are en'itied. The 
House was then forced to take some action on the 


subject, and they atopted the safest course in se- 
curing the rights of the cit zens of New Jersey, in 
referring the “whole Matier to aconmitee, where 


al the facts may be elicited, and the Heuse be en- 
abled to give a corsect judgment upon the rights of 
the parties resp tively. 

M:. POTTS  continved his remarks for some 
lime, replying to = — of Mr. Duncan, and 
other geutleman, W..0 hal previously occ upied the 
floor in opposition to » the claims ,of the members 


commi sioned by the Governor. After he had 
concluded, 
Mr. RANDOLPH obtained the floor, and di- 


cussed at sow e length ili- merits cf the New Jersey 
question. Tle w nt over the same grouid which 
had been previeusiy Cecupied by bunselt and other 
memters on the same side of the controversy. He 
presented many dicuments in the course of his re- 
marks, to prove that frauds had been c nnmitted 
atthe ballot box—suflicient, he contence |, to esta- 
blish tse right of those holding the certificates of the 
Governor to be accredited by the House as the le- 
gitimate representatives of the peep'e of New Jer- 
sey. Mr. R. withouthaving finished his remarks, 
yielded the floor to 


Mr. CORWIN, who moved that the House do 
adjourn; upon which motion, 

Mr. SMITH of Maine demanded the yeas and 
nays; and the same having been ordered, 
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Mr. CORWIN withdrew his motion for ad- 

journment; whereupon, 

Mr. ST ANLY renewed jt. 

Mr. RAMSEY demanded the yeas and nays; 
which having been ordered, were—yeas 61, nays 

104. 

So the House refused to adjuvra. 

Mr. RANDOLPH having preceded in his re- 
marks a short time, again yielded the floor to 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS, who moved that the 
House do adj: mr. 

Mr. RAMSEY demanded the yeas and nays on 
said motion; which having been ordered, 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS withdrew his motion. 

Mr. RANDOLPH renewed the motion for the 
aJjournm>nt, upon which 

Mr. WELLER cemanded the yeas and nays; 
whic . were ordered, and were—yeas 58, nays 78. 

So the House again refused to adjourn. 

Mr. RANDOLPH then sent to the Chair a mass 
of depes:tions, touching the illegality of votes 
taken in 2 e districts rejected by the county clerks; 
and the Clerk having proceeded for some time in 
the read: ng of the same, 

Mr. C. WILLIAMS moved that the Hcuse do 
adjeura; anon which moticn, 

Mr McCLELLAN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which being ordered by the House, were—yeas 67, 
nays 58. 

‘The House accordingly adjourned till tc-morrow 
atl2 o’clock. 





IN SENATE, 
Frivay, January 10, 1840. 

The CHAIR laid before the Senate a report of 
the Secretary of State, exhibiting the numter, 
names, and c mpensations of the clerks in that De- 
partment during the year 1840; which was read, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report of the Seeretary of the Treasury, 
made in compliance witha resolution of the Se- 
nate, exhibi'ing the prices of certain Siate stocks 
in the London and home markets, which was cr- 
dered to be printed, and that fifteen huadred addi- 
tional copies be printed, 

Also, a report of the Secretary cf War, in com- 
pliance witha resolution of the Senate of the 30th 
ult. calling forinformation in relation to the pro- 
ccedings in the cese of Lieut. Col. Biant; which 
was ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

The CHAIR also presented the memorial of 
Chaune y Hall, praying. ihat provi-ion may be 
by Congress for testing the merits of a sieam 
engine, of which he is the inventor; which was_ re- 
ferred to the Commi''ee on Patents and the Patent 
Office. 


On motion by Mr. PIERCE, it was ordered that 
Dune n L. Ctine'’: have leave to withdraw his 


petition and papers, presented at the last session. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of John 
Bauer, a sol ier in the Ordaance Deperiment, pray- 
ing a pension, in consideration of a disability in- 
curred by the premature disc wear of acannon, 
whi'st assisting at the firing of a national sa- 
late; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. P. also presented the p2tition of Wilfred 
IXnoit, a soldier during the late war with Great Bri- 
lain, praying a pension for wourds received whilst 


| is the dpcharge of his duty; which was refered to 


ihe Commitiee on Pensions. 


Oa motion by Mr. ROANE, orJered that the pe- 


| tien of Sephen McCormick, now on file, be re- 


fer ed to the Committee on Patents and the Patent 
Oitice. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the memorial of Sa- 
muel Lord, praying to be released from liability as 
surety on a custom-house tond; which was referred 
to the Commitice on Finance. 


On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, it was ordered 
th.t the petition of James H. Clark, now en file, 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the memorial cf Jo- 
seph K. Boyd and others, surviving cap'ors and 
legal representatives of deceased captors, who vo- 
lunteeied in recapturing and destroying the frigate 
Philadelphia, in the harbor of Tripoli, in the year 
1804, praying remuneration for the services per- 


formed in that action; which was re 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. CLAY of Alabama Presented a |e 
~ of 
W. W. Cuapman, Delegate in Congress from 
Territory of lowa, in 1eference tu ar Dor j 
morning paper of some remarks mace by Mr. im . 
in the Senate yesterday, on the disputed bound, 7 
between lowa and Missouri, and wh ch cure 
toliows: tu 
MISSOURI AND IOWA TERRIToRy. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a 
from the Legisla‘ive Council ot lowa, 
seitiement oi the contested boundary line betwee 
seid Territory and the State of Missouri, 

Mr. LINN said that, in consequence of the delay 
on the part of the Congiess of the Unind Stats 
definitely to settle, in conjunction with the auiton, 
ves of Missouri, the northern boundary of ti 
State, a serious conflict seemed at one tne io te 
threa‘ened between us and cur brethren of the 
Terri ory of lowa. Fortunately, the storm had 
for the present passed without bio. dshed, but ye 
are admonished of the necessity of settling perma. 
nently this disturbing matter. 

He thought the State of Missouri had not been 
well treated by the GeneralGoverninent. She ha 
presented to the Senate, nearly ten years since, g 
memorial on the necess ty of definiug our limiis oy 
the north; and it was predicted in tnat paper tha 
grave evils would occur if delayed until the coup. 
try north of us should become seitled by the 
whites, or given to emigrating tribes of Ind any 
Congre ss neglected these admoniuvons, and fur 
veral years a bill, introduced by himself, having 
for ils object the settlement of the que: ton, Was, 
for want of time, not passed by the House of Re 
prese natives. The Siate of Missour: passed an 
act appointing commissioners to run her Northern 
boundary, and invited the General Governme «: to 
unite commissioners with hers, to aid in set ling 
this imporiant question. This inv tation wes not 
accepted. Missouri proceeded to run her |ine ac- 
cording, as is believed, to the act of Congres; of 
March, 1820, and the Constitution cf the State. 

Subsequently to this, Congress pa-sed an act ap- 
pointing Commissioners to run the souiter 
beundary of ,lowa, who made a report, which was 
laid before Congress during the las: sessicn. (ne 
object Mr. Linn had in view in r.siag, was to con 
vince the Senate that the claim of Missoui to an 
exiension of her jurisdiction was uot a clan of 
yesterday, but that she informed Congress of the 
dfficulues which surrounded the su! ject, neatly ven 
years since. Mr. Linn then read as follows trum 
the memorial: 

“Your memoriaiis's further represent that the 
northern boundary of this State, es incicatd by 
the act of Congiess of the 6ih o March, 182, 
and adepted by our Constitution, is the  ara'le! of 
lautuce which passes through the rap ds of the 
river Des Moines, extending on that line from the 
northwest corner of the State ‘tw the middie of 
the channel of the main fork of the said river Des 
Moines; thence, down al«ng the middie of thenan 
channel of the said tiver Ves Moines to the mh 
of the same where it empties into the M.ssissipp! 
river.’ This line is vague and indefinite. ‘be 
country oa the Des Mo nes is stil unse tled, «od 
comparatively unknown, although the flood of m- 
gration now povring ito ths Sate is iajilly 
terding to that border. We are uot intormed «f 
the exacil cal position of the ‘rapids of the F ver 
Des Moines,’ nor whether those rapids are «cca 
sioned by a single otstruction of the stream, so #& 
to indicate the precise position of the lise, 0! 4 
produced by a succession of shoals, exteading | ke 
the rapids of the Mississipy., for many miles. Aod 
if, on examination, t should be found that the 
course of tne Des Moines, lke tha of the Mis~'s- 
sippi, is disturbed by different rapid, with long i 
iervals of a smooth cnrrent betweeu them, it may 
well be doubted which of the rapids shall ind at 
our northern boundary. And we consider it highly 
important that the line in question sould be del- 
nitely sett'ed and distinctly known before the whit 
settlements, now rapidly spreading, svall reach tbe 
borders, and before the possibility o a conflict wilh 
the Indian tribes, which we have reaton 10 ae 
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; riz. | Con- 
of March 6 1820, authoriz.ng us to form a 
are adopted in the Constitution of the Siate, 
; ond ratitied by the Genera! Government. The sou h- 


: perceives that one of the honorable Senators trom 


; has been before a committee of the Louse, where | 
the undersigned has beea able to give it his per- 
General Government with ill treatment. 


e respectfully reques 
peasures as to their own wisdom and 
J scem most proper.” s 3 
Congress failed to appoint commissioners to 
} ry of Missouri; but the commissioners 
g meet uently appointed by Congress made c 
geodon’ which leaves the subject where they 
eit They decided nothiag. Questions of 
— have in all ages and countries been pro- 
. ae of contention and blooished between 


"individuals and nations. Every thing that can be 


thatend 
take such t 


done should be done to avoid such sad alternatives 
nent the different communities of this happy 
; Congress cannot now fix the boan- 


daries of Missouri. ‘They were defined by the Jaw 


"ern boundary ef lowa Territory can ty Congress 


be made to conform to the claims of Missours; but | 
we must have our legal and constitutional rights; 

and, as a last resort, the courts of our comm: i | 
counuy may yet have to decide what those rights | 


he had just read an exiract, together with the re- 
ort cf the United States Commissioners made dur- 
ing the last session, te referred to the Commitiee 
on the Judiciery. 

The leter of Mr. Coapman was then read, as 
follows: 
Ty the Honorable the Senate of the United States : 

The udersigned, the Delegate from the Teriitory 


of lowa, begs leave of your hororable body to say, 


that from one of the cily papers of this morning he 


& A+© 


a Me. LINN moved that the memorial from which 
| 
| 


" Missouri has made a speech upon the sutjrct of the 
disputed boundary beiween the State of Missouri | 
and the Tersilcry. 

Inasmuch as the Territory of Iowa is necessarily | 
without representation in your honorab'e body, 
(except so far as Senators generally have been 
peased ty teat her claims with great kindness,) 
and as the subject of the boundary for some days | 


' sonal atiention, and where, some time since, the 
: Reprereata‘ives from Missouri were, by the com- 

mittee, iavi'ed to attend, with the undersigned ; he, 
; theretere, had good treason, as he supposes, to hope 


| that, until an investigation could be had by a com- 
te?, Mis ouri would refrain from charging the 


Ifthe undersigned might be permitted to refer to 

the liberality of Congress towards that State, he is 

sure that the recent addition of an immense district 

of country would not be the only insiance of the li- 

| beralily of the General Government towards the 
State of Missouri. 

Your petitioner has no fears of the final result of 
this question. He only hopes that if nothing but the 
constituuional boundary will be accepted by that 
State, your honorable body wili not consider it your 
duty, though possessed of the power, to extend her 
constitulional limits. Shou'd the legal boundary 
be found to run through the heart ot our flourish- 
ing Territory, our people have too much pride to 
stand out against the deliberate opinion of Congress, | 
and seek redress elsewhere. | 

On the contrary, if it ssall appear that Missouri 
already eccupies more than her con-titutional | 
limits will allow, he hopes for an award of the ba- 
‘ance found in our favor. 

At this time, the undersigned forbears referring | 
‘osny of the numerous documenis in his posses- 
Sion, going far, in his opinion, to sustain the claims | 
ol the Territory, fearing that doing so previous to | 
the subject coming befure a committee, might be | 
consilered premature on his part. 

With great respect, | have the honor to be, your | 
obedient servant W. W. CHAPMAN. | 

Wasnineron, Jan. 10, 1840. 


Mr. LINN said he regretted exceedingly that his 
Joung friend, the Delezate frora Iowa, had writ'en 
end sent this letter here, as it was based upon mis- 
apprehension of his remarks, as uttered on this 
oor, and printed in the Intelligencer. He said he 


"as determiaed the Delegate should have no pre- 
iat for saying that one of the Senators from Mis- 
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ouri had given him just cause for writing this 
letter, the object of which seemed intended tor 
10M? Cousumption, and to show his consiituen’s of 
he great care he was takivg of the in erests 
if lowa. Jn his remarks, he had carefully 
abstained fre: entering into the merits of ae que. 
iion in dispute, and he could not refrain from ex- 
pressing his surprise that the Delegate had so cun- 
strued and characterized them. He was certain 
that, ty no rale of construction, could they be so 
viewed On moving the reference of a message 
from the President, which contained informa- 


tion touching the controversy existing in rela- 
tion to the boundary line between [Iowa anil 
Missouri, he had taken occasion to cail 


the attention of the Senate to the existence 
of a memoiial trem the Legislature of Missouri, 
presented to Congress nine or ten years since, 
waich stated, in caim and respeciful terms, the im- 
portance of not leaving that boundary line vague 
and uasetiled unt] the question m'git become com- 
plicated, in consequence of the tide of whi'e popu- 


lation flowing info that quarter, or the coun- 
iry be given t» some emigrating iribe of 
Indians from come of the interior States. 


He had felt it his duty to call the attention 
of the Senate and the ccuntry to this memorial, to 
prove that the claim of Misscuri to an extension of 
jurisdiction was not an after thought, or claim of 
but ye-te:day,and to show that her admonitions had 
been overlooked or disregarded; that the evils pre- 
dcted from delay were now taking pace. Tre 
memoria! dves not ener into the merits ot the ques- 
110n ; on the contrary, 1 siaies that the liae was 
vague and indefinite, perheps from the phraseology 
o the act «f Congres of March C, 1820, which au- 
thorized us to form a Constitution. Nor, Mr. Pre- 
sdent, has he argued the matter, for agains! 
Missouri, nor eaceavored in any masner to preju- 
dice the opinaton of this body agains! Lowa. 

Mr. L. said thathe krew tae contest in ths 
case was between the United Sates and the State 
of Missouri, involving, it was true, the in‘erests of 
lowa. If Congress po:sessed any und sp ied power, 
she certainly had sole and entire control over the 
public lands, and over the Territories. This case 
was much s'ronger than existed in the contest be- 
tween Onio and Michigan, inasmuch as Michigan 
claimed to be a sovereign and independent 
State, and claimed certain mghts under 
nance of 1787. Notwiits anding this, C. nzress 
exercised her (in his opnon) undoubted power 
to prescribe limits to Michigan. In coming to this 
decision, Which involved the boundaries of three 
Siates, it was possibie that the decision was some- 
what influenced by their votes in Cong ess, and 
by tneir political power, Missouri, in her consti- 
tulional shpere of acticn, is as free and independent 
as the United States. She has the same right to 
coustrue the act of March 6, 1-20, as this Go- 
vernment. ‘She has solemnly given her con-truc- 
tion to it, and it remained for Congress to give hers. 

Mr. NORVELL said that he should not have 
risen, but for the allusion of his honorable friend 
behind him from Misseur: [Mr. Linnj to the case 
of the Michigan boundary. He had no doubt that 
the right cord had been touched, when the decision 
of that question had bee: ascribed to the number 
of electoral votes which were controlled by Ohio, 
Indiana, en} Dlinois, on that oeaasion. He had 
risen, however, to secon | the resolv'ion of the Se- 
nator from Alabama [Mr. Ciiyj ‘o printend refer 
the letter of the Delega*e fom lowa. He vunder- 
stood that it was ceuched in respectful language. 
It had relation toa boundary line, which that Ter- 
ritery claimed, of great importarc? to her. He 
protested against the idea that the Territory had 
no interest in this question, It seemet, fom ihe 
whole action of this Government, to be considere] 
that the people of the Territories possessed neither 
rights nor interests of any kind. He trus‘ed that 
such a doctrine would no longer be en'ertained. 
He confessed that his sympathies were with lowa 
in the present controversy, but certainly not so 
deeply enlisted as to induce him to do injastice to 
Missouri. 

Mr. LINN said perhaps he had committed an 
error in his language; but he merely meant to say 
that, as a party to this question, lowa had no inte- 


he oidi- 


i} 


rest in it. Asa question to be settled, it lay wholly 
hetween the United States and Missoan. And 
would any body now say that the dec:sion of Con- 
gress on this qnesticn would be bndinz on Mis- 
sour?’ Woud any one say that Missourt could be 
forced 1'0 acquicscence to it} The u'timate ap- 
peal was beso! the recneh of Congress, and it 
Congress did not sett'e it, the courts were open. 
Mr. L. preterred that Congress should settle its but 
if they determined that Missomi had no mght 
whatever to the Territory and set an armed power 
to enforce their edicts, he hoped they would be met 
by 4 spirit of resistance on the part ‘of Moscouri. 

Mr. -ALLEN said, the controversy between 
Michigan and Ohio was happily terminated; but he 
was nol aware that the subject of Presidential elec- 
tors had any thing to do with it. Inthe House of 
Representatives, when thatsubject was under dis- 
cus-10n there, in 1834, 1n a speech which he made, 
he had taken the same ground as he would at pre- 
sent, viz: that the people ot the Territory of 
Mi:h'gan had only a resaiting contingent in'erest, 
but, as a party, no interest ata!ll; because Mich 
gan was nota party to the controversy, which was 
wholly betwe-n Ohio and the Federal Govern- 
ment. 

Bat Mr. A had now risen chiefly to express hig 
dissent from the doctrine of the Senator trom Mis- 
sourt, a3 toa final appeal on this question. The 
Un ted States Supreme Court had no jurisdicti n 
overtiis question by the Constitution, and ino 
that jarsitic ion it conli not be drawn. It was a 
question between sovereign powers, with which 
that cour’, Leing the creature and represen'at ve of 
one of those sovereizn powers, has nomght to ins 
terfere, either direetiy or ind: reetly 

Mr. A. wou'd remanric, further, that he had 
never looked at this question as to the rgbt «f 
Missouri or the United Stats to this territory. But 
he hopec Congress would act on this subject purely 
inrelerence to such mghtas should be found to 
existin the formation of the Consutution of Mis- 
souri, and without any reference whatever to the 
Presidential election, or any other question. If 
Missouri bad aright to the terriiory, let her have 
ii, without setting up asa scarecrow the Presiden- 
tial election. Let her have exact and equal justice. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that this was in 1's na- 
ture a question purely judicial, and therefi re ene on 
wh ch the Senate ought t) act with perect calm- 
ness and de‘iberation. They oughtto bear both 
sides patient y; and their decision, whatever it 
might be, cugatto carry with it that moral power 
which always resalted from s'rict imparualry and 
thorough, as we'l as calm investigation. But what 
did we then win’s-?) The question had been dis- 
cussed whether, in case Congress should decide 
against Missoni, that Strte would afterwards have 
the power of appealing to the Federal Judiciary. 
Bat could it bs of any possible benefit to Missouri 
to discuss this question in advanc.? It was poss.ble 
the question might never arise; and if itdid, inecn- 
sequence of a decision by Congress aga nst M ssou- 
ri, she might thea pursue the course which she 
thought m:st compatible with her interest and her 
honor. The question as to the jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court of the United States over the sub- 
ject could never properly arise in this b. dy. 

Again: an atempt had been made to renew the 
war between Onio and Michigan in the discussion 
of thisqu sion. ‘They hac had enough of this 
war in the Senate in former years to satisfy any 
reasonable man; and h2 trusted that question would 
not then be ccnjured up to disturb our repose. It 
was now over and gone. 

Mr. B. hoped the Sena:e would proc’e! and se*- 
tle the real quesiion in costroversy, so far es it 
was competent for them to dezide tt, wuhcut enter- 
ing upon an exciting discussion of cne que.tion 
which might never arise, and of another which had 
Leen already determined. He trusted that the let- 
ter would be referred to the Judiciary Commitee 
wi hout farther debate. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said it was very fir 
from his imirntion or expectation, when he pre- 
presented this lever, to provoke the d scussion 
which has followed it. The Senator from Mi-souri 
disclaims any intention of going into the facts 
involved in this question; but, said Mr, C. if, with- 
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out doing so, that gentleman could succeed in esta- 
blishing certain principles, which he advocated, to 
contro! the determination of facts, he thonght they 
would result pretty much as he wished. This, said 
Mr. C. is a question of boundary—of course a 
question of fact, as wellas law. Now, if the Sena- 
tor shall succeed in laying down his own rules 
and prince: ples, fr the ascertainment of the facts, 
excluding such evidence as may not accord with 
his views, and admitting only such as may tend to 
sustain them, it is not difficult to conjeciare how 
matiers will eventuate. 

The Senator from Missouri, however, said Mr. 
C. maintains that lowa has no in‘erest in this ques- 
tion—that it is a question which concerns Missouri 
alone, except so far as the United Siates may be a 
party. To any such position as this, Mr. C. said, 
he could not withhold the expression of his unquali- 
fied dissent. He asked, how happened it that the 
people of Jowa had no interest ina qaestion which 
involved the curtailment or enlargement of their ter- 
ritorial limits? Had they not the same inducements 
to deprecate the one, or desire the other, that the 
people of Missouri had? It seemed to him, Mr. 
C. said, that the people of Iowa, shortly to become 
a State of the Union themselves, might be par- 
doned for any apparent unwillingness to have thea 
limits contracted, and indulged in the solicitude, 
common to every other people, rather to have 
their Territory enjarged, their resource: s augmented, 
and their population increased. 

Sir, said Mr. C. the ordinance establishing the 
Territory of lowa, not only guaraniied to the in- 
habitants certain fundamental iights—such as the 
security of life, liberty, and property—but also ce- 
fined its boundaries. That ordinance censtitutes a 
compact between the General Government and the 
citizens of the Territory, which he was not dis- 
posed to see violated, or ligh'ly considered. Whilst 
he would be the last, Mr. C. said, to trench upon 
the territory or jurisdiction of Missouri, or any 
other S'ate of the Union, he conld not consent to 
aggrandize or build up one at the sacrifice of anc- 
ther. As he was not a member of the Committee 
on the Judiciary, he had thought it proper to throw 
out these hints for the consideration of its mem- 
bers, before they came to any determination. He 
sincerely trasted they would give the subject, in all 
its aspects, the celibesation merited by its impor- 
lance. 

For himself, Mr. C. said, he had not investi- 
ga'ed the subject; he felt, however, that it would 
be his duty to do so. He was entirely unpreju- 
diced, would give it his attention, and felt deter- 
mined, as far as he was capab'e, to do justice in 
the premises. 

As to the question raised by the Senator from 
Ohio, [Mr. ALLEN,] in regard to the juri-dct on of 
the Supreme Cour!, he should not now express an 
opinion, as he thought it would be prematare. It 
will be time enough to discuss that question after 
the Committee on the Judiciary had presented ther 
report. Indeed, Mr. C. thought the whole debate 
was out of order at this time, and hoped it wou'd 
now ceas®, and the memorial be suffere | to go to 
the proper committee. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana submitted whether the 
whole of this discussion was not premature. In 
justice to the Senator from Mis onri, [Mr. Linn, ] 
he would say that, in his remarks yesterday, he did 
not consider him as trenching on the rights cf 
Iowa. He hoped the paper would be referred 
to the appropriate committee, without further de- 
ba‘e. 

‘The question was then taken on referring the 
paper to the Commitee on the Judiciary, and de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

Mr. PRESTON pvecented the petition of Lucy 
P. Green, praying to te allowed the commutation 
pay to which her Jate father was entitled as an offi- 
cer of the Revolutionary army ; which was refeired 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. P. also presented a memorial of Alexander 
Cummings and others, officers of the line, pray- 
ing that they may be placed upon the same foot- 
ing as to pay and promotion, as officers of the staff ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Mary 
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Blakesle, widow of a deceased Revolutionary sol- 
dier, praying a pens'on; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. M. ordered thatthe petition of 
Eunice Starr, on the files of the Senate, be referred 
to the Committee on Pensions 

Mr. M. also pre-ente! the petition of James P. 
Delacour, in behalf of Eliza Delacour, widow of a 
soldier in the last war, praying a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. ROANE, ordered that the pe- 
tition of Jeremiah Fugitt, now on file, be referred 
to the Commitiee on Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. KING, ordered that the Com- 
mittee en Commerce be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the report from the Secretary 
of State in relation to the nature and extent of the 
privileges and restrictions of the commercial inter- 
course of the Unied States with foreign nations, 
and that it be referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petit‘on of Thomas 
Bamard, praying authority to locate a quantity of 
land on any of the unappropriated public lands in 
Mississippi; which was referred to the Committee 
on tre Public Lands. 

Mr. W. also presen'ed the petition of John W. 
Monetie, prayisg confirmation to title to certain 
tracts of land; which was referred to the Committee 
ov the Pablie Lan 's. 

Mr. W. also submitted a paper in relation to the 
petition of Joseph Radcliff; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MERRICK presente! the memorial of Jo- 
seph L. Smith and others, praying that the Commit- 
tee on Agriculture may be instructed to report an- 
nually on the condition of the agricultural inte- 
rests of the United States; which was referred to 
ihe Com nittee on Agriculture, and ordeied to be 
printed. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Zadoc 
Martin, praying the right of pre-empt on to a tract 
of land; which was referred to the Commitiee on 
the Pub'ic Lands. 

Mr. B. also presented the memorial of a num- 
ber of cit zens of Washing!on county, Missouri, 
preylog the establishment of an an additional land 
offic’; which was referred t> the Committee on 
Public Lancs. 

DIVISION OF FLORIDA. 

Mr. WALKER, at the request of the De'egate 
fiom the Terr;tory of Florida, presented the pro- 
ceedings of a public meeting at St. Augustine, in 
Kast Florida, together with a memorial subscribed 
by many hundred citizensof the Terri‘o'y, praying 
a division of the Territory, and that the Suwannee 
river be the dividing line; which he moved should 
be referred to a select committee of five, and be 
printed. 

Mr. W. said he was decidedly in favor of the 
views of the memorialists, and the ultimate crea- 
tion of two States out of Florida, one east and the 
oher west of the Suwannee river. As there was 
no Commit'ee on the Territories in the Senate, and 
as no judicial controversy was involved in this 
matter, but as it was simply a question of expedi- 
ency, he had thought it proper to move the reie- 
rence to a select committee, 

Florida, as we received it from Spain, (said Mr. 
W.) was divided into two portions, designated as 
East and West Floiida, and ths was a natural 
divis on. West Fiorida borders entirely on the Gulf 
of Mexico. Into that gulf flow all its rivers, and 
into that gulf mustits commerce be forever poured. 
It was ditierent with East Fyorida; it was AUlantic 
in its position, and nearly a'l its trade must be 
eairiedio that great ocean. The entire Territory 
is be 1eved to be larger in extent than any State in 
the Union; and the smallest division, as proposed, 
viz: West Fiorida, is much larzer than either of the 
States oi Maryland, De'aware, New Jersey, Khede 
Island, Connecticut, Vermont, New Hampshire, 
or Massachusetts. Fiorida, west of the Sawannee, 
was not only much larger than either of these 
eight States, but larger, as was believed, than any 
two of these States combined. East Florida alone 
is about equal in superficial extent to the great 
State of Pennsylvania. So far as the extent is 
concerned, there can be then no objection to 
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' course suggested by the Senator from South Cap. 


creaing ultimately two Slates, as pro 
by the memorialists; whilst to create one 8) o 
alone, would be not only to create a State of m~ 
superficial extent, but of most inconvenient a 
stre'ching in an elbow from Cape Sable io 4’ 
Perdido, a distance of nearly one thousand tile 
and with neaily two thousand miles of seacoa, 
Mr. W. believed that the census would show tha 
the population in Florida, west of the Suwa 
was already about equal to tha of Arkansgs 
when admitted into the Union, and therefore could 
be immediately admitted as a State; While Bay ns 
Florida could remain as a Territory unt bli 
population was ascertained to be sufficient for State 
purposes. He thought whilst two new Siates 
would soon be admitted from the Norihwest, it was 
due to the South that two States should be creaieg 
out of Florida, especially as there were so many 
very small States already situated in the North and 
East 

Mr. CALHOUN said the matters embraced jg 
the memorial presented by the Senator from Mis. 
sissippi, in behalf of the people of East lorida, 
were of the greatest importance. There wer 
many grave reasons in favor of the division of 
Fiorida into two States, and perhaps some azainy 
it. Butas the subject would sho tly come Up, he 
presumed, on an app ication on the part of Fioridg 
to become a State, he thought it best to let the me. 
moria! lay on the table for afew days, when the 
whole subject cculd be referred togeiher tothe same 
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Mr. WALKER said he had no objection to the 


lina, if he wouldcall up the mater shortly; mor 
especially as he (Mr. W.) was in favor of the im. Bi 
mediate admissiun of West Florida as a Siate, and 
a simultaneous prospective provision for the speedy 
admission of East Florida. sl 

Mr. CALHOUN sa:d he would call up the mat. a 
ter ata very early day; and, with Mr. W's con 
sent, the motion for the select committee was, for 
the present, laid on the table. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Commitee on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referre | the petition of 
Henry Fiy, made an adverse report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which was referred (he memor al of 
Juia L. Weed, reported unfavorably thereon: the 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from t:e Committee on 
the Public Lands, to which had teen referrela 
bill supplemental to the act entited ‘An act to 
grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the public 
lands,” reported the same with ameadments, which 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Pub 
lie Lands, to which had been referred the memo- 
rialof John A. L. Norman, asking Congress 
make a grant of land for the es'ablishment of the 
Dade Institate of Florida, made a report the:con, 
accompanied by a bill; which was read, ant or 
dered to a second reading, and the report ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. WALL, from the Commit'ee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill to amend the act “to provide 
for taking the sixth census or emuneration of the 
inhabitants of the United Siates,” app:oved March 
3, 1839; which was read, and order to as cond 
reading. 

Mr. YOUNG, in pursuance of n tice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce the following bil’s. — 

A bill granting to the Chicago and Galena Union 
Railroad Company the right of way over the pud- 
lic lands of the United States, ani for other put 
pose; and 

A bill tor the rel'ef of Benjamin Parsons; 
which were severally read twice, and referred lo 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. STRANGE gave notice that on to-mortoW 
he would ask leave to bring in a bill for the relief 
of Hazard Knowies. 

Mr. WILLIAMS gave notive that to-morrow 
he would ask leave to biing in a bill to regulate the 
pay and emolument of the pursers of the navy. 

Mr. RUGGLES gave notice that to-morrow he 
wonld ask leave to intreduce a bil: for the relief of 
Henry Stone and Charles J. Keller. : 

Mr, WALKER offered the following resolaticn, 
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